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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author. of the following little work a” EN 


ſumes the title of the Servant: Friend, which 
ſhe hopes will be allowed her by thoſe for Whoſe 
uſe it is deſigned, as ſhe writes with à ſincere de- 
fire of promoting their intereſt and . happineſs,” by 
pointing out the proper application of that learning, 
which is beſtowed upon them through * emen, 
lence of their ſuperiors. 

- By the inſtitution of Sunday ſchools; Chritian 
knowledge is liberally diſpenſed to the poor, and 
many children, who would otherwiſe have been 
left in the moſt deplorable ignorance, will now be 
brought up in an habitual diſcharge of religious du- 
ties. But a time will come when each muſt leave 
the ſocieties in - which they enjoy the advantage of 
good inſtruction, and go out into a world abound- 
ing with vice and impiety; where they will meet 
with many temptations, and be expoſed to the ri- 
dicule of the impious and prophane. N21 

Domeſtic ſervants, in particular, are liable to be 
engaged in a variety of conflicting ſcenes; it is 
therefore neceſſary that they ſhould prepare them- 
ſelves before hand to 76% evil, and bold faſ that 
which is good; inſtead of going to ſervice, as too 
many do, with no other view but to their worldly - 
profit and advantage. The connection between 
maſters and miſtreſſes and ſervants is of a very en- 
dearing nature; and the happineſs of each depends 
in a great meaſure" on the proper diſchar_e of their- 
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rebels duties; the frequent neglect of hieb 
counteracts the wiſe dehgns of Providence, in ap- 


Yo pointing different ranks in ſociety, and fills. the 


world with juſt complaints. Heads of families la- 
ment that they cannot conſide in the fidelity and al- 
fection of their domeſtics: ſervants. allege, that 
they cannot look up; to their maſters and miſtreſſes 
for examples of religious virtues; and that, inſtead 
of being eonſidered by them as humble friends, 
they are regarded as mere merce-ary ſlaves. To 
which ſide the greateſt ſhare of olame belongs, is 
hard te determine: but the Servant Friend will 
venture to aſſure them, that, however faſhion and 
infidelity may render many in ſuperior ſtations un- 
mindful of family duties, there are ſtill numbers of 
maſters and miſtreſſes ſincer&y*giſpoſed to act with 
kindneſs and juſtice; whe know when they are 
well ſerved, and rejoĩce to re ward merit: nor are 
ſuch, difficult to be found. by thafe who prefer a 
quiet regular life, with moderate profits, to ſcenes 
of licentious riot and profuſion ; and who. can bs 
contented to remain in geod places when ES have 
met with them. © 
If any hints contained in | the following pages 
hall contribute to direct the young and inexperi= 
enced in a proper choice of maſters and miſtreſſes, 
or tend to regulate their conduct in ſerving them 
canſcientiouſly, the Author will rejoice: in the idea | 


of having been eſſentially uſeful, to ſociety. ' 
THE 


TH OMAS SIMPKINS, when a little boy, 
Was an exceedingly dutiful good child; the 

comfort of his father and mother, who were very 
induſtrious honeſt people: they taught him betimes 
to fear andſerve Gad, and t9 do unto others as he would 
they ſhould do unto him; and he paid ſuch regard 
to their inſtructions, that he never neglected to 
ſay bis prayers morning and evening, nor on any 


account miſled going to church twice à day oa : 


Sundays, unleſs prevented hy illneſs, or attending 
on his father and mother, if they chanted to be 
fick. Neither would he injure or vex any human 
creature, or hurt by defign even a worm or a fly.” 
When Thomas was about ten years old, his poor 
father died of a fever, which grieved him very 
much, and he-. feared it would break his poor 
mother's heart; but ſhe was a good woman, and 
in a ſhort time tried to overcome her grief, for 
ſhe conſidered that God Almighty knows what is 
beſt for all his creatures; that it is ſinful to ſor- 


row like thoſe who have no hope; and, as her 


huſband had led a pious life, ſhe truſted that' he 
was gone to a better place, where, as he told her 
on his death-bed, he- ſbould be happy for ever, 
and ſhe would meet him again, if it was not her 
own fault,” | | 

When Thomas ſaw his mother eaſjer in mind, 
he began to be ſo too; though ſcarcely a da 
palled, in which the remembrance of his father s 
MY tender - 
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tenderneſs to him did not draw tears from his 
eyes; he miſſed him at every meal; and, alas 
both he and his mother miſſed the fruits of his 
induſtry, which the good man did not ſpend at an 


alehouſe, but conſtantly brought home to his 
. . | 


Fortunately for Thomas, he had been uſed. to 


work from his infancy, and he was a fine ſturdy 
ſtrong boy ; he therefore, prayed to God to give 
him a continuance of health and ftrength ; and 
aſſuted his mother that he would do every thing 
in his power towards earning his living ; and ſaid, 
he did not doubt but that the Almighty would 
bleſs both her and him, as he had heard his father 


read in the Bible, that“ the Lord is a huſband to _ 


| © the © widow, and a father to "the fatherleſs, if 


& they put their truſt in him.” The poor woman 


rejoiced greatly at hearing her ſon talk in this 


manner, and declared her own truſt in the 
Almighty, who ſhe ſaid would neuer leave nor 
forſale his faithful ſervants. She expreſſed great 
concern that the Bible, which. the Rector had given 
them, and which contained ſo much comfort for 
the afflicted, was in a manner uſeleſs to her, 
becauſe ſhe did not know how to read; but flat- 
tered herſelf ſhe ſhould get Thomas into the 
charity ſchool the next year; and, till he was able 
to read to her, ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould find ſome 
good neighbour or other, who would ſtep in now 


f 


Fen 


and then and read a chapter to her; “ for,” ſaid 


| the, © Thomas, we had better be without bread, 
than without bearing the word of God.“ ns 
But though this wofthy woman had ſuch pious 
thoughts, it was not her wiſh to be reading and 


praying all day long, becauſe ſhe knew that it is 


the duty of. poor people to labour for their food 


and raiment; ſhe therefore reſolved to continne 
to be induſtrious, and to go out to waſhing and 


ironing. 


"- 
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' ironing, as ſhe uſed to do. Thomas alſo applied 
to à neighbouring farmer, who had long employed 
his father; and, as he was a very good boy, he 
gladly gave him work; ſo that he earned three 


— 


illings a week, all of which he carried home to 


his mother, who ſometimes gained five or fix ſhil- 
lings more; upon which they lived very com- 
fortably, without being chargeable to the pariſh, 
which was a great ſatisfaction to them. Not that 
they were too proud to be beholden to a pariſh, 
or to go into a workhouſe ; on the contrary, Mrs. 
Simpkins often rejoiced that there was ſuch” pro- 
fion made for the poor: but ſhe ſaid ſhe thought 
it very cruel and unjuſt, for thoſe who had their 
health and limbs, to receive what was intended 
for people who had no means of getting a liveli- 
hood; it was not doing as one l wiſh to be dene 
by; and ſhe was well zſſured, from what ſhe bad 
heard the parſon preach at church, and from 
what poor John uſed to read in the Bible, that 
people Who break that rule never will be happy 
nere or hereafter ; for JesUs CHRIST,” THE Son 
or Gop, taught that rule, and therefore it is 
the duty of every one to mind it; and ſhe thanked 
God it is ſo eaſy, that even ſuch a poor igno- 
rant foul as ſhe might underſtand and practice it. 
By thinking and acting in this manner, the 
good woman gained the favour of God Almighty, 
who bleſſed her with good health; and ſhe had 
plenty of work to do; ſo that her time never 
hung heavy on her hands in the week day; for, 
when the was not at gentlemen's - houſes, the had 
enough to do to mend and make for Fhomas and 
| herſelf ; and therefore, had ſhe been able to read, 
would not have had leiſure for it; but, let her be 
ever ſo tired, ſhe never failed to ſay her prayers; 
for ſhe ſaid ſhe ſhould be afraid to go to ſleep till 
the had begged God's pardon for her ſins, and im- 
£1 2 plored 
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plored his protection from all evil; for who could 
tell, when they lay down to ſleep, that they ſhould 
ever wake again; and what a dreadful thing it 
would be to appear before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, without having. made one's peace with 
God ? Thowas followed her example; and after 
the fatigye of the day enjoyed ſweet repoſe, tiil 
the crowing of the cock, the lowing of the cows, 
and other rural ſounds awakened him, when he 
ſprung from his humble pallet, and, having waſbed 
es combed himſelf, haſtened to begin his daily 

our. | 3 

Before Thomas's good father died, he had 
taught him to ſay. by heart a few of Dr. Watts's 
hymas, which he uſed to repeat to himſelf oyer 
and over again when at work, and they afforded 
bim great pleaſure ; but he had ſo ſtroyg a deſire 
to learn to read, that he knew not how. to make 
himſelf quite happy without it; and many a time 
did he pray that God Almighty, of bis great good- 
neſs, would raiſe him up a friend to get him into 


* * - the charity ſchool, The Almighty is no reſpeRQer - 


of perſons; he yalues not men becauſe they are 
rich and great, but ſhews them his favour and 
loving kindneſs according to the lives they lead: 
He will grant the prayer of a poor child, as 
- ſoon as that of the wiſeſt or richeſt man on tha 
earth, provided he prays in & proper manner, with 
ſubmiſſion to his holy will. God alone knows 
whether what we pray for is beſt for us or not; 
many things may appear to us deſirable, which 
if they were granted would be very hurtful to us; 
and therefore, if we pray for particular bleſſings, 
we muſt always pray that God will grant them if 
they appear good to his infinite wiſdom, or elſe 
make us contented without them. | 
Praying for an opportunity of learning to read, 
in order to þe able 'to know God's will * 5 

O 
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. Holy Scripture, is ſuch a petition as is very likely 
to bf attended with ſucceſs; and a child, who offers 
it with a ſerious devout mind, may form great 
hopes that God Almighty will order things 1 
that he ſhall ſome way or other have bis e 
anted, eſpecially now that there are ſo many 
Funds ay ſchools ; but ſhould God ordain otherwiſe, - 
he ought to reſt contented,” as he may be certain 
God will accept his deſire of ſerving him, and not 
caſt him off for ignorance, which he cannot helpz 
but he muſt in this caſe: be ve ery attentive at church, 
and treaſure up in his mind what he hears there, 
that he may think of it all the week, by which 
means he may learn enough to lave his foul, if he- 


will but live accordingly: 


Thomas Simpkins's prayer was granted; fot; 
about eight months after his father's dereaſe, 
Will Fuller, being old enough to go *prentice, left 
the ſchool, and Squire Villars, knowing how in- 
duſtrious Mrs. Simpkins and ber ſon were, very 
readily promiſed, on Mrs. Simpkins aſking the 
favour, that he would get Thomas to fill up the 
Vacanc immediately. | 
As ſoon as Mrs. Simpkins went home from the 
ſquire's, ſhe kneeled on her knees, and returned 
bumble thanks to God Almighty for bis great 
goodneſs to her, and then fat down to work, full 
of the pleaſing thoughts that Thomas would foon 
be a ſcholar ; tor. ſhe was certain he would ſpare ap | 
pains to learn. | 

At ſeven in the evening Thomas came home, 
with a great rent in the only coat he had, having 
unfortunately torn it with a nail: he had been 
lamenting to himſelf that he muſt trouble his mo- 
ther to mend it, when perhaps ſhe was alread 
tired with a hard day s work ; and that, after 1 
it would not be fit to go to church in. He enter 
with a | forrowful countenance, which foon — 
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be up on his mother's informing him a the - ſquire's 
_ goodneſs. 
„ Thank, God ! thank God >. ſaid si | 
i now I ſhall be able to-read- the Bible, and uſe a 
Pr rayer book at church, Iwill take a deal of pains, 
E r and, when I have-learnt well enough, will 
read to you every evening as you fit at work; how 
charming that will be!“ Then, taking down the 
Bible from the ſhelf; on which it was depoſited in 
a neat  waſh-leather caſe,” he eyed it with delight, 
and dropped a tear of j joy on the cover, which he 
wiped away with his hand, that it might do no 
injury; then, putting. the Bible again in it's caſe, 
he replaced it on the ſhelf, ſaying as he did fo, 
«You ſhall not lie Jong uſcleſs as you have done: 
Then turning to Mrs. Simpkins, And when,” 
ſaid he, dear mother, am I to go to ſchool ?' 
* On Monday next,” replied ih It was now 
Wedneſda and the following day he went to re- 
turn thanks to Squire Villars, who bid him, be a 
good boy; which Thomas, with great ſincerity; 
promiſed, him he would be; and then went to the 
-taylor's to be meaſured for. his clothes, as the 
quite had given notice that he ſhould ſend him 
in Will Fuller's room. On Sunday Thomas took 
care to be early at church, and did not forget, 
when he was 25 aying his prayers, to return thanks 
to God for granting him bis heart's deſire, reſolv- 
ing at the ſame time to improve the blefing to, the 
utmoſt of his ey: : | E&A 


+ ERAS. Ih. 
AT length the wiſhed-for day e a whole 


ſuit of appparel was ſent home for him; and 
Thomas, with a joyful heart, put on the coat of 
grey, the band and cap, and other articles which 
; com- 


| CB 3 * 
compoſed the uniform of the ſehool; and, though 
there was a badge on the fleeve of the coat, his 
pride was not hurt at it, as that of many fooliſh 
boys has been, for he conſidered- it as a mark 
which diſtinguiſhed him as one favoured by Gog, 

with clothes and the means ef inſtruction, which 
many a poor, naked, ignorant wretch could not 
obtain. The eyes of his good mother now gliſten- 
ed with delight; and folding her ſon to her boſom, , 
Go,“ ſaid. ſhe, „ my dear Thomas, ftudy your 
book, that you may learn your duty, and help your 
mother to learn her's; and be ſure you don't get 
any naughty tricks.” Thomas promiſed he would 
not; and expreſſed great concern that he could not 
continue to earn bis three ſhillings a week; but 
the good woman declared; ſhe would make any 
ſhift tn the world rather. than he ſhould go 'without 
learning; and ſaid, ſhe did not doubt but God 
would grant her bread from day to day, if ſhe uſed 
her belt endeavours to earn it, and truſted in his 
_mercy. F MN 5: 3 

Thomas ate his breakfaſt; and his kind mother 
put into a little bag for him, to take to ſchool fog 
his dinner, a piece of bread and ſome cold bacon; 
and -he waited with great impatience for Dick 
Long, a neighbour's ſon, who went to the chaffty 
ſchool, and had premiſed to call for him. In 4 
few minutes Dick Long arrived, and the two boys 
ſet off on their walk. Dick Long appeared very 
dull, which ſurpriſed Thomas S:mpkins a good 
deal, as he was a remarkably briſk boy; but on 
inquiry he found, that Dick had been out a bird's 
neſting the evening before, and, having neglected 
to learn his taſk, expected to be puniſhed, and 
was therefore afraid to go to ſchool, Thomas 
Simpkins ſaid, he never could get up his heart to 

take birds? neſts, for he thought it was very cruel 
to ſpoil what the poor little creatures had taken ſo 

. 2 . much 
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much pains to make; and it muſt be à great ſor - 
rom for the old birds to loſe their young ones, 
My poor father uſed often to afk me,” Fad he, 
* how I ſhould like to be carried away from my 
Parents, as many poor little birds are; and whe- 
ther I did not think it would be a great ſorrow 
to both him and my mother to be robbed of me? 
Never take birds neſts, therefore,” ſaid he, 
Thomas, for it is nat doing as you would like to 


be done by; conſider that, my boy. Well,” ſaid © 


Dick Long, don't prod about it, I ſhall hear 
enough from my maſter ;” he then be an to look 
over his book, to try if he could learn a little of his 
ſpelling as he went along; but, unfortunately for 
him, as he walked: without ſeeing his path he 
ſtumbled on a ſtone, and fell down, and made his 
noſe bleed. In the mean time Thomas Simpkins 
amuſed himſpglf with thinking of the happineſs 
he ſhould have, in learning to read, and made 
hearty reſolutions to avoid idleneſs and cruelty. 
What pleaſure, thought he to himſelf, - can there 
be in. taking birds“ nefts, equal to what way be 
_ found in learning one's duty, and how to pleaſe 
Jod, fo as to go to heaven? At length they ar- 
rived at the ſchoo], and Thomas, advancing, made 
his bow to the maſter, who, pleaſed with his honeſt, 
good natured, open countenance, took very kind 
notice of him, and told him be was perſuaded he 
would be a very good boy, and deſerve the favour 
which Squire Villars had beſtowed on him. I 
hope my lad,” added Mr. Allen, (which was the 
ſchool maſter's name) © that you underſtand for 
What purpoſe you are ſent to this ſchool;“ Tho- 
mas made a bow, and ſaid, ** Yes, Sir, I come 
here to get a little learning, that I may be able to 
read my Bible, and grow up a good man,” © A 
very proper anſwer indeed,” ſaid Mr. Allen.“ The 
deſign of charity ſchools is to give the children of 
| | oor 
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poor people ſuch a degree of knowledge, as may 
enable them to learn from the holy ſcriptures their 
duty to God and man. For this happy advantage 
they are indebted to the benevolence of perſons in 
higher ſtations, and they ought to be very grateful 
for it; I therefore recommend it to you, Tom 
Simpkins, as you are become my ſcholar, to be very 
thankful to God Almighty, to whoſe providence - 
you are in the firſt place to aſcribe your good fot- 
tune; and Lalſo adviſe you to pray for bleſſings on 
thoſe who founded this ſchool, and on your benefac- _ 
tor Squire Villars in particular, who gave you ad- 
mittance into it, | 
I ſhall now read you the rules of the ſchool, to 
which you muſt exactly conform,” Mr. Allen 
then commanded ſilence, and read as follows: 


Rules io be obſerved in this School. 

I. Every boy is required to be here by ſeven 
o'clock in ſummer, and eight in winter; and muſt 
come with his hands and face waſhed, his hair comb- 
ed, and all his apparel neat and clean. 

IT. No boy is allowed to talk, ſo as to diſturb 
others from ſtudying their leſſons. 9 

III. No bad words are to be uſed by any boy be- 
longing to this ſchool. . 

IV. No boy is allowed to fight a battle with 
another, neither is he to be called coward for re- 

fuſing to fight; for children educated at a charity 
ſchool are to conſider each other as brethren, and 
ſbew the utmoſt kindneſs, and no ill-will. | 

V. No toys, or play things, are to be produced 
in ſchool hours, nor any gaming for money prac- 
tiſed between them. | 
VI. Thoſe who eat their dinners in the ſchool 
room are to obſerve the utmoſt neatneſs, and nei- 

ther greaſe nor flop the floor, forms, deſks, ot their 


own clothes. 
— V mn. 
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VII. No ink'i is. to be wantonly ſpilt, or thrown 
"ie: neither muſt the forms an deſks be ſcrawled 


| 90, or cut. 


VII. Every bock, chat! is to be read i in, muſt have 
a paper put over the cover, and be kept from ſcrawls 
and dogs ears, 45 

IX. The books and lates ; belonging to each boy, 


are all to be put by in their proper Pre before he 
| leaves the ſchool, 


Every boy muſt make a bow at coming i in 
and going aut of the ſchool, and is adviſed to be- 
have with humility and reſpect to perſons in 1 ſupe- 
rior ſtations at all times. f 

Having finiſhed reading theſe rules, Mr. Allen 
inquired whether Thomas could, read; and, on 
finding he could not, ordered him to take the 


loweſt place in the ſchool, which was next to 


Sam Wilkins, a boy of nine years old, who was 
temarkably little of bis age: Thomas took his 


_ feat, but determined in his own mind to uſe all 


his induſtry to.raiſe himfelf higher; for, thought 
be, if a ſtranger ſhould come in, he would take 
me for a great dunce, ſhould he ſee ſuch a es 
child above me, 

It -was ſome time before it was | Thomss' 8 turn 
to be called out, for there were nineteen boys to 
read before him: he ſaw ſeveral of them puniſhed 
for idleneſs, among the reſt Dick Long; others 
received praiſes; and Jerry Franks read, wrote, 
and cyphered, ſo well, that his maſter gave him 
Dr: Watits's hymns, a dozen of which had been 
left at ſchool by a charitable lady, to be given. 
as rewards to any boys who ſhould bf thought 
deſerving of them, Thomas Simpkins was fo 
very good-natured, that he felt ſorrow for thoſe 


who were puniſhed, and Joy for thoſe who were 


praiſed ; ſo that when he ſaw the book preſented to 
Jerry F ranks he was exceedingly happy; and, hear- 
| ing 
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ing that therewere' more inthe maſter's poſſeſſion, 
reſolved to try if he-eouldngt get one bimſelf in a 
Wert e 1 et okay 
While the other bays, were. reading and ſpellin 
he . dee Bf e 
little Sam Wilkins tried to make him, do ſq ; but. 
he ſaid, * No, Sammy, I will play with you after 
ſchool, we muſt be quiet, now.” At laſt it was 
Thomas's turn to go up to the, maſter, Who gave 
him a new ſpelling book, in which, he: wrote his 
name for him, and the date of the year, and day 
of the month: Now, my lad,” laid he,“ let us, 
ſee how long you will be before you get into the 
New Teſtament; as ſoon as you can read a chap- 
ter in that, I will give you fach a book as I have 
given to Jerry Franks ;” then, opening the ſpelling 

book, he pointed to the large letters, and told him 

the names of each, yy SW e 
The boys next came out to ſay their catechiſm : 


had taught it him very perfectly before he died; 
and he ſtood up with the reſt of the boys. It ſo 
fell out, that the creed and ſecond commandment, 
and the explanation of the Lord's prayer, fell to 
Thomas's ſhare ; by repeating of Which he gained 
great credit; nor did he miſs one word in any of 
the anſwers, but repeated them diſtinctly, and loud 
enough to be heard. It was now twelve o'clock ; 
and, ſchool being over, the boys went out to play. 
Thomas wiſhed to get acquainted with Jerry Franks, 
therefore aſked him to play at marbles with him, 
who readily conſented, and allowed him to take Sam- 
my Wilkins into their party, as he had promiſed to 
play with him. | | 1 


Fg 
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here Thomas was at no loſs, for his good father 


. 
* 
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AS Thomas's father and mother had kept him very 
4 much in, left ke ſhould fall among bad boys 
and learn idleneſs or wickedneſs, it ſeemed ſtrange - 
to him at firſt to be among ſuch a number, but it 
was cheerful, and he had excellent ſpirits, and no 
objection to an innocent game of play. _ 
Among ſo many boys there was a great variety 
of tempers ; and ſome, having better parents than 
Others, were better inſtructed at home, and conſe- 
quently were more agreeable in the ſchool; none 
123 were ſuffered to remain there if notoriouſly 
ad. "net Aae | | 
Jerry Franks was the head boy in the ſchool ; he 
was very forward in his learning, and a great fa- 
vourite with all the boys on account of his good- 
nature, and particularly kind to the ounger ones. 
'Whilft they were at play Ralph Jennings came 
up; and, 33 a handful of marbles from 
Sammy Wilkins, ſaid to the others, „Are you 
not aſhamed, you two lubbers, to play with a 
baby ? come and have a game with me.“ Sammy 
Wilkins, who was juſt upon the point of winning, 
And was hurt at being called ſuch a name, coloured 
exceedingly, and was .ready to cry, but kept his 
tears from falling, becauſe he was reſolved he 
would not behave like a baby. Thomas Simpkins 
immediately ſnatched the marbles from Ralph, 
and gave them, with all that he had of his own, 
to Sammy; and faid to the former, „ You are 
a ſtranger to me, but I muſt nceds ſay I think \ 
you a very rude boy; what buſineſs is it of your's 
who we play with? beſides, how can you be 
- ſo unkind to Sammy? 'you were once as lit- 
tle as he yourlelf, and would have thought it 
| * hard 
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„ Hold your tongue, replied Ralph, ©* or 1 will 
give you a knock of the head.” I mind a knock 


Franks, „yon have heard, you know, that it is 
a rule in the ſchool, that there ſhould be no fight+- 
ing; and, if your maſter comes, he will have z 
bad opinion of you, ſhould he fee you quarelling 


_ would complain of him, and walked offt 


not 
how to 
begged him to conſider, that it was very wrong 
for any one to put themſelves in a paſſion, arid 
particularly ſo for poor boys, who were placed 


to be ſervants or prentices, we muſt not expect 
every one to bend their temper to our's; it will 
then be our duty to ſtudy the tempers of others ; 
and the more patience. and meckneſs we have, 
the happier we ſhall be; therefore, the ſooner we 
What you ſay is very true,” replied Thomas, 
% but muſt I have no ſpirit? am I to ſuffer all 
kinds of abuſe without reſentment? I am ſure I 


muſt I ſtand ſtill and take knocks of the head 


anſwered Jerry 
to do that, but you were ſtripping to fight before 
you had door, 


you are forbidden to fight by one whoſe com- 
mands ought to be abeyed ; therefore, it would not 
have been a diſgrace to you to bave refuſed. It 

Ot „ 


hard if nobody would have played with you.” 


of the head no more than you do,” ſaid Thomas, 
„and will ſoon ſhew you that I do not,” and began 
to pull off his coat. Stop, Thomas,” ſaid Jerry 


the firſt day.“ Ralph now began to fear that 

homas, who was of a lively diſpoſition, and 
uſed to this kind of treatment, knew not 
the affront; but Jerry Franks 


at charity ſchools to learn Chriſtian virtues. If 
we live long in the world,” ſaid he, + and go out 


learn to govern our paſſions the better,” % 


would not willingly injure or vex any one; but. 


without defending myſelf?” © By no means, 
Franks, it would be daſtardly- 


one knock, and in a place where 


/ 


Ws coward: or what. you will, Ralph, I chall nat break 
through: the rules of the ſchool, though, were it 
put to the proof, I believe I could ſoon ſhew y, 


T J. 

very ſeldom happens that boys, who are them- 
ſelves good-natured, have occaſion to fight; and 
_ I'think it a very brutiſh cuſtom to give black eyes 

and bloody noſes to one another. Poor folks — 
have opportunities enough of ſhewing their cou- 
rage, by bearing different kinds of hardſhips, as 
my father ſays, and we ſhould not add. to the 
' ſufferings of thoſe who generally have a pretty 
large - ſhare fall to their lot. Beſides, u hen you 


come to read your Teſtament, you will find that 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf met with a great 
deal of ill treatment, and bore it all. with meek- 
neſs and patience ; and you know all Chriſtians 


| - ſhould ſtrive to be as much like him as poſſible.” 


Thomas thought this advice very good, andi re- 
ſolved to obſerve it. At. this i Wo? 0. Ralph Jen- 
nings came up a ſecond time, and called him 
_ coward, on which Thomas found bis anger riſin 
- again; . however he recollected himſelf, and rep; 
with as much calmneſs as he could, „Call me 


that I have as much coutage as yourſelf; and 
you had beſt not attack me out of. ſebool; be- 
ſides, - 2%: call me -coward; the | maſter "hall 


that Ralph, who was a mere bully,” ſneaked away, 
| fearing that he ſhould - meet with more than his 
match. It was now -timie to go into the ſchool- 
room to eat their dinner; and, after they had done 
. fo, Thomas begged Jerry Franks to hear him his 
leflon, which he kindly did. At two o'clock the 
maſter returned, and each boy took his place. 
Thomas ſat ſilent as beſore, liſtening to what the 
other boys read, and ſometimes looking over his 
alphabet, till he was called. out, when, to his 
| . s ſurpriſe, he SONY every letter, and 


- 
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know i He ſpoke this with ſo much ſpirit, 
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received high commendation, which gave him 


ſuch pleaſure, that he returned home with an 


heart as light as a feather, and his weider rejojced . 


to ſee him. 
«© Well, Thomas,” ſaid ſhe, ee how do you 


like school?“ 4 O, vaſtly well, mother,“ replied 


he, I ſhould love to go, if it was on'y to hear 


others read. I have beard ſo many chaptets to-day, 


vou can't think. One boy read about God Al- 


mighty's making the world in ſix days, and com- 
manding the ſeventh to be kept holy; another about 
Moſes in the bulruſhes; another about Elijab's 


being taken wp into Heaven in a fiery chariot; I 


heard too of Jzsus CHRIST being born and 1a. 
in 4 manger, and about his curing the lame and 


ſick, and making blind people ſee; and a great 
deal more than I can tell you; but I want to know 


the whole hiſtory from beginning to end.” * Then 
* muſt make haſte and learn to read it,“ ſaid 
is mother. That I will,” replied . Thomas. 


'T hep, producing his e de « See, ſaid 
he, What has been given me for my own!” 


Thomas. then ſat down, and, having been told by 
his maſter that the little letters had the ſame names 


with the great ones, he looked them over 2 


over, uy he 1 teen likewiſe. 


HAP. Iv. 


W H EN Thomas went up Rains: to hed "LIM | 
he began to ſay his prayers, he conſidered 


with bimſelf, as his father had taught him to ds, 
what ſins he had committed that day, and was very _ 


ſorry for having been in a. paſſion with Ralph 
Jennings; however, he hoped that would 
pardon bim. as he did not ſuffer the {i e fun 0 d 
on his wrath, but had liſtened to .the __ . 
8 . Ni . ee 0 
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bf Jerry Franks; and then, kneeling down, ear- 
neſtly beſought the Almighty to forgive his of- 
fences, as he forgave thoſe who offended him; 
imploring the aid of Divine Grace, to preſerve 
him from anger and reſentment for the time to 
come; after this, with his heart glowing with piety 
to God, and 3 and good- will to all man- 
kind, he went to bed and ſlept in peace. 
The next morning his firſt buſtneſs, after he 
had ſaid his prayers, was to ſtudy his leſſon; and 
he perfectly recollected all his letters in both the 

eat and ſmall alphabet, which made bim wiſh 
* the hour of going to 1choo): and, as Dick 
Long did not come exactly to the time, he fet off 
without him, reſolving not to be too Jate; and in- 
| deed he was the firft boy in the ſchoo}-room ; but 
Jerry Franks ſoon arrived, and they began to talk 
about the quarrel which Thomas had had rhe da 
before; this good boy expreſſed his thankful. 
neſs to Jerry for the part he had taken, and de- 
clared his reſolution of making it up: juſt as he 
bad finiſhed ſpeaking Ralph came in, and Tho» 
mas civilly afked him how he did; and held out 
his hand to ſhake hands with him, which the 
other was glad to do, as he found, by inquiry in 
the neighbourhood,” that Thomas was a very dif- 
ferent þoy from what he at firſt took him to be, 

In a ſhort time afterwards the reſt of the boys 
came, the maſter entered, and fchool began, 
Thomas gained great credit by knowing all his 
letters, and began learning to ſpell ; he went on ex- 
tremely well, and nothing remarkable happened the 
firſt month ; but then he was tempted to commit 
a fault, which, had he done it, would have brought 
him into great diſgrace. 26d" FyghH | 

It was the middle of Auguſt, when the apple 
and pear trees were loaded with fruit; and in the 
way to ſchool! was a very fine orchard, belonging 

| -% 
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to a man named Andrew Liſter: it was impoſſible 


to ſee this fruit without wiſhing for a taſte of it; 
but Thomas always checked the deſire, becauſe he 
knew that we are forbidden to covet our neigh- 
bour's goods; gladly would he have purchaſed a 
halfpenny-worth now and then, but. the owner, 
being a market gardener, would not ſell ſo ſmalla a 
quantity. 1 1 | . 
Very near to Thomas lived two charity boys, 
one named Harry Bird, the other Timothy Cox; 
they had each of them parents, who attended 
more to providing for their bodies than their ſouls, 
and thought, when they had earned food for their 
families, they had done the whole of their duty, 
leaving it entirely to the ſchoolmaſter- to teach 
them religious principles. Mr. Allen was ex- 
tremely diligent in this reſpect, but he could not 
anſwer for their conduct when out of his ſight; 


and thoſe, who: had not good adviſers: and examples 


at home, were very apt to forget what he ſaid to 
them. . 17 | a 
All perſons, who put their children to charity 
ſchools, ſhould have a particulat care to behave 
well themſelves; for it is a dteadfully ached thing 
for a parent to lead a child aſtray from the path of 
goodneſs, . when God Almighty's providence has 


put them into it. This, I am ſorty to ſay, both 


Harry Bird and Tim Cox's patents did, though 
they had the luck to get their ſons into the 
charity ſchool; and would often boaſt before the 
children how they had taken people in, as they 
called cheating and telling lies; ſo that, though 
the boys were taught their catechiſm like other 
children, they thought, from what their parents 


ſaid and did, there was no harm in pilfering little 


things, As Mrs. Simpkins knew what fort of 
folks Bird and Cox and their wives: were, ſhe had 
delired Thomas not to make acquaintance mo 

| > their 
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their ſons; but when they became his ſchoolfellows and 
he could not be quite ſo ſhy of them as he was be- Wl 
fore, and ſometimes they would call in their way to hin 


ſchool, bur had never happened to meet with him 
. till the day I am now ſpeaking of, becauſe he was, 
in common, too early; however, at this time having 
a ſcheme in their heads, to throw the blame on him 
if they were caught, they took care to be in time. 

They ſaid nothing te Thomas till he was out of 
the houſe, leſt his mother ſhould hear; but, as he 


ſoon as they were out of doors, mentioned their in- ſelt 
tention to him, and aſked him to join them, ſaying his 
they might fill their pockets and ſatchels . Juc 
being caught, as Andrew Liſter and his ſons were boy 
gone to market; and that they might ſoon run to for 
| Harry Bird's mother, who had promiſed to make anc 
ſome apple dumplings for dinner; and, as it was a ſor 
half-holiday, it would not ſignify playing truant for acc 
once, for they might eaſily invent an excuſe to de- ſto 
ceive their maſter; they aſſured Thomas he ſhould to 
have his ſhare of the apple dumplings, if he would loſ 
go home and dine with them; but this good boy could £0 
not be perſuaded to join in any ſuch thing; be had ha 

the fear of God before his eyes, and told his compa- as 
nions he would not ſteal ſo much as a ſingle apple for ter 
the world: it was not doing by others as he would he 
wiſh to be done by. If every body ſhould take 2 
it into their heads, ſaid he, to help themſelves, ſex 
no one would know what to call his own, and poor ſu 
neighbour Lifter would have nothing left to main- th 
tain his family. I remember ſome texts of ſcripture, - fal 
that my poor dear father taught me by heart, which 1 
would keep me from ſtealing and lying as long as I he 
live. Pray let me repeat them to you.” But nei- * 
ther Harry Bird nor FimothyCox would tay to hear 7 
them; they ſaid Tom might do as he pleaſed, but py 
for their part an apple. pudding they would have, - 45 
let the ſcriptures ſay what they would againf it; . 


-— and 


e ee eee i _ — . __—c Gem. — — — = —_— ——— wv cd — th = _—_ —— Or RO 


| ( 23 ] 
and they threatened hard how they would ſerve Tho- 
mas, if he told of them ; ſo away they went, leaving. 
him to go to ſehool by himſelf. 


— 


| CHAP. V. 2 | 
HAT to do poor Thomas did not know; 
he was very averſe to telling tales, and yet 
he thought concealing the matter was making him 
ſelf a party in the theft ; ſo he determined to conſult - 
his friend Jerry Franks upon the ſubject. Very | - 
luckily Jerry and he were, as uſual, the two firſt 
boys at ſchool, and it was a quarter of an hour be- 
fore any others arrived. Thomas opened his heart, 
and told the whole affair, which Jerry was very 
ſorry to hear; but ſaid he thought he ought on no 
account to conceal it, and he wiſhed Thomas had 
ſtopped at Andrew Liſter's houſe as he came along, 
to tell his wife of it, as the apples. would be a great 
loſs; however, he would by all means adviſe him 
to do ſo as he went back, if he found the robbery. 
had been committed, but not to tell the other boys, 
as it was poſſible Harry and Tim might think bet-"- 
ter of it, and not do as they threatened. Thomas's ' _ 
head was ſo full of this diſagreeable affair, that he 
could not attend as uſual to his leſſons, and made 
ſeveral miſtakes when ſpelling to his maſter, which . 
ſurpriſed Mr. Allen a * who, perceiving 
that he had great difficulty to keep his tears from 
falling, aſked him what was the matter with him; 
Thomas replied, that ſomething vexed him, but 
he begged his maſter would give him leave to keep 
it to himſelf. Well, Tom,” ſaid Mr. Allen, I 
can't think you have any wickedneſs in your heart, 
ſo will not aſk you; but if there is any thing I can 
do to ſerve your mother, let me know, and I will. 
do it,” Thomas thanked his maſter, but ſaid his 
mother was well, and in no want at preſent; _ 
| x | then 
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e | 
then (at down, Jonging for the chock to fit 
twelve. $324) % 8: 
Mr. Allen, on calling over his lift, had miſfed | 

Harry Bird and Timothy Cox; and expreſſed his 
© ſurpriſe that they were not come, but fortunately 

did not aſk the othet boys if they knew the reaſon 

of their abſence; ſo that Thomas was not obliged t 

to tell. At length the ſchool broke up; and, as it F 

was Saturday, they went home at noon; and Tho- a 

mas begged Jerry Franks would go with him, to I 

ſee whether Harry and Tim had done the wicked 

. — and if they had to accompany him to Mr. a 
e877. I OTE. 

In their way home they paſſed by the cage, and il | 
were ſurpriſed to ſee a great crowd round it; but f 
what was the aſtoniffiment _— of Thomas and ſ 
- Jerry Pranks, when they found Harry Bird and Tim | 

Cox were confined in it! | | The n 

It happened, unfortunately for them, that Andrew j 

Lifter, having been ill in the morning, did not go h 

himſelf to market; but, being better ſoon afterwards, 1 

0 
t 


| 
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went into his orchard with'a neighbour, to ſhew him 
ſome ſine pearmains and golden pippitis, of which 

he hoped' to małe a great deal of money. He got to h 

the place juſt as the young theives had filled their c 

s and ſatchels; they were ſtill on the trees. 

after was greatly provoked, and called out haſtily, 


SGet down * little raſcals! on hearing which, Harry ſ: 
Bird let fall his fatchel, and, attempting to deſcend rc 
quickly, fell from the tree, and bruifed' himſelf a tl 


deal; ths ner of the fruit ſeized him, and ſa 
added to his paia, by giving him a hard knock or tt 
two, with a ſtick he had in his hand; in the mean m 
time Benjamin Godfrey (which was the other man's ad 
name) ran to the tree on which Tim Cox was, and | 


catching Him by the arm, as he was alighting on the MW uw 
gtound, gave him ſo ſudden a twift, that he threw him m 
on his face, and made Kis noſe bleed, ſaying _ the 

ag 


1 | 
fame time, What, you young villain, you are not con- 
tented with ſtealing my eggs, but you muſt have 
ſome apples too! but come along, firrah, I am con- 


ſtable now, and you and your companion ſhall go to 


the cage for to day, and in the evening I will take 
ou before the juſtice. The boys begged and pleaded, 
ut all in vain. Ben Godfrey ſaid it was his duty to 
take up thieves; ſo, aſſiſted by his neighbour- An- 
drew Lifter, away he took them, and locked them 
up in the cage, where they ſat, expoſed to the de- 


riſion of all the village, without a morſel of food. 


Thomas and Jerry were exceedingly ſhocked indeed, 
and quite aſhamed of wearing the ſame kind of coat 
and badge as the wicked boys had on. It was now _ 
needleſs to call at Andrew Liſter's; ſo with forrow- 
ful hearts they returned home to their friend's hou- 
ſes, but not a mouthful of dinner could they eat; and, 
longing to know how the matter would end, Tho- 
mas Simpkins aſked his mother's leave to go to the 
juſtice's in the evening, which ſhe readily gave, and 
he called upon Jerry Franks to accompany him. 
They arrived at the cage juſt as they boys were taken 
out by the conſtable, who, tying their arms behind 
their backs, faſtened a rope to each, and drove them 
before him, while a crowd of men, women, and 
children ſurrounded them, hooting and reproachin 


them all the way. Not a theft had been commit 


in the village, but they were ſuſpected of it. Theſe, 
ſays one, are the young rogues that robbed my hen 
rooſt, —and I dare ſay they ſtole my ducks, ſaid and 


ther l make no doubt but they cut my cabbages, 


ſays a third, —At lenge they arrived at the houſe of 
the juſtice, Squire Villars, a very wiſe and good 
man, Andrew Liſter was called upon to make his 

accuſation. — | | 
And pleaſe your worſhip, ſaid he, I am a poor 
working man, and have a wife and ſeven children to 
maintain, which, I bleſs God, I have done very de- 
| <4. _ cently, 
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cently, by ſelling fruit at market. Though the 


ſummer has been but bad, my beſt apple- trees bore 
very well, ſo that I thought to make a good deal of 
money of them, as nobody hereabouts has ſuch ; but 
theſe young rogues got into my orchard, and have 
gathered their pockets and bags full; and not only 


ſo, but have broke off branches from the trees, which: 


will hurt them for the time to come, Now, pleaſe 
your worſhip, continued he, it is very hard for a poor 
man to have his children's bread taken out of their, 


mouths in this manner. What I ſay, your honour, 


is very true, for neighbour Godfrey, as well as I, 


caught them in the fact.“ Godfrey then declared it 


was as Andrew Lifter ſaid, and that he had reaſon to 
think the boys were addicted to theft, and en- 
eouraged in it by their parents; and ſeveral perſons: 
preſent atteſted the ſame. Bird and Cox, and their 
wives, had followed their ſons to the juſtice's, in or- 


der to beg them off; and, on hearing this charge 


againſt them, began proteſting their own innocence, 
and pleading for their children, declaring that this 
was their firſt offence; adding, that many a boy rob- 
bed an orchard without any harm being thought of 


it: on this the juſtice commanded ſilence, and then 


ſpoke as follows: BG | 
<<. I know there are many perſons in the world, 
who think it a —_ thing to rob a garden or or- 
chard, and numbers of boys value themſelves on their 
dexterity in doing it. But nothing can be a trifle, 
Which 1s againſt the word of God, and the law of 
the land. Now, whoever reads the bible and teſ- 
tament, will find that we are expreſsly charged not 
to defraud our neighbour, and ate told that thieves 
ſhall' not enter into the kingdom of heaven; and 
ſcarcely any one is fo ignorant, as not to ænow that 


there ate Jaws appointed for the puniſhment of thieves, 
and magiſtrates to put the Jaws in execution. It is, 


therefore, aſtoniſhing that any one will be ſo wicked, 
1 a | or 
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incur the juſt any 
ger of God, and bring pain and di 
ſelves. Whoever' takes what belongs to another, 
without his leave, is a thief; ſo that robbing an or- 
chard is no ſuch triffe: if he ſteals from a poor man, 
he is, as the wiſe king Solomen obſerves, lite a ſweep- 
ing rain, which leaueth no food; and if he ſteals from. 
the rich, it is till defrauding his neighbour,  _ 

ce Tt is the duty of every one to teach his children, 
from their early infancy, to be true and juſt in all their 
dealings; and thoſe who teach them otherwiſe, as 1 
find the parents of theſe boys have done, will be called 
to a ſevere account for it at the day of judgment, 
and will be deſpifed by all the good part of the world, 
Surely they do not conſider the danger they expoſe 
their children to; and that they are putting them in 
the ditect way to the gallows; for thoſe who will 
take lictle:things when they are. young, will be tempt · 
ed to take greater as they grow older; for, having 
no principle of honeſty in their hearts, or fear of God 
before their eyes, they will not be ſtopped by the fear 
of human laws, from any theft, which it comes into 
their wicked hearts to commit. ä | 
It gives me great concern to have occaſion to 
puniſh two boys, who, from their dreſs, I perceive, 
belong to the charity ſchool, and therefore ought to 
have known better than ta ſteal, whatever their pa- 
rents may teach them. They cannot plead the want 
of either good inſtruction, or good example.“ Then, 
turning to his clerk, he deſired him to make out their 
mittimus. The boys fell on their knees, and pleaded 
for merey. Their parents entreated moſt earneſtly 
for them; which moved the heart of Andrew Liſter 
ſo much, that; he begged he might ndt be bound over 
to proſecute them. Well,” ſaid the juſtice, *5 you 
are yery merciful, I; will at your requeſt, and in-pity 
to their youth, diſmiſs them.“ en 1 
„But think not” * he, addreſſing himſelf to 
0 a 2 
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iſgrace upon them- 
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the boys, that you are to eſcape ſo, if you are ever 
brought before me again for the like offence, how- 
ever trifling your theft may be. Never take what 
belongs to another, for "the life of a thief is one of 


Fa" 


the moſt dreadful that can be conceived; they are 
in continual danger of diſcovery; are afraid to walk 
about by day, left they ſhould be apprehended, and 
if taken up ſent to priſons, which are ſhocking be- 

ond conception, being filled with wicked wretches, 
guilty of all manner of crimes, and hardened in guilt, 
to ſuch a degree, that they are like devils, (wearing, 
curling, and blaſpheming from morning till night. 
Some are loaded with heavy chains, and confined in 
dark dungeons, from which they are taken at laſt, 
and 2 like dogs, or ſent into ſlavery, to work 
like horſes. Go about your buſineſs now, but take 
care to let me ſee you here no more.“ Then, turn- 
ing to their parents, he ſaid, ©* Have you conſidered 

what I have been ſaying ? if you have not, conſider 
it for the future, and do not, through your own 
' wickedneſs, bring your children to a ſhameful death, 
and occaſion the loſs of their immortal ſouls ; make 
reſtitution to your neighbour for the loſs of his fruit, 
and correct your boys for the fault they have com- 
mitted, and be honeſt for the time to come.“ The 
boys were then ſet at liberty, and the crowd diſperſed 


to their reſpeCtive houſes, 


CHAP. VL 
T His ſcene made a — upon Tho- 
| mas Simpkins and Jerry Franks, and they could 
neither of them get to reſt, till ſome time after they 
went to bed: and declared to their friends, that, 
were they either Tim Cox or Harry Bird, they 
ſhould never be able to ſhew their face in the village 


again. But it was otherwiſe with theſe wicked 
boys, 
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boys. When they got home, their parents, inſtead 
of deſiring them to be thankful for-the lenity Which 
had been ſhewn them, and to remember the good ad- 
vice they had received, began railing at the juſtice, _ 
for being partial to Andrew Liſter; and ſaid they 
ſaw no ach harm in taking a few apples, for that 
many a ſquire had done ſuch a thing before; by 


which means they hardened their boy's, hearts, in- 


ſtead of correcting them. . 

The next morning Thomas and Jerry, when they 
met to go to church, talked over the laſt day's ad- 
venture; and Jerry admoniſhed the other to return 
thanks to God for preſerving him from the ſnare 
which had been laid for him, and they both earneſtly 
beſought God to enable them to reſiſt all temptations 
to diſhoneſty and deceit. 

Thomas greatly lamented that he could not write 
or read well himſelf, but, with his mother's leave, he 
went home with his friend Jerry after divine ſer- 
vice, who ſearched the bible, and found, by means 
of the margin, a number of texts which he read to 
Thomas, and then wrote down for his own uſe, left 
he ſhould at any time be tempted to ſteal and lie; 
and he promiſed to give Thomas a copy of them as 
ſoon as he could read writing; and they both reſolved, 
with the grace of God, to be true and juſt in all their 
dealings, and to keep their hands from picking and 
ſtealing, and their tongues from evil ſpeaking and 
lying: Jerry alſo read to Thomas the account o 
the death of Ananias and Saphira. | 

As I hope all my readers have better diſpoſitions 
than Harry Bird and Tim Cox ſhewed, I will here 
add the texts which Jerry wrote out, as it is likely 
many good boys may not be able to write them for 
themſelves, and it is very neceſſary for all perſons 
to be perfectly aquainted with what the holy ſcrip- 
tures ſay againſt thevices of ſtealing and lying, which 
many people practiſe without fear or ſhame, not-. 
| "OM conlidering 
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conſidering the danger they run of loſing their own 
ſouls. I earneſtly entreat all who read this book to 
learn by heart what follows, and alſo Dr, Watts's 
divine ſong, entitled The Thief,” and that On 
Lying,” as ſoon as they ſhall be able to obtain that 
inſtructive and amuſing book. 800 wel 
Exodus xx. 15. Thou ſhalt not fleal. Prov. xxil. 24. 

Make no friendſhip with an angry inan, and with a 

Furious man thou ſhalt not go. Eph. iv. 28. Let him 
that flole, ſteal no more; but rather let him labour, work- 

ing with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give te him that needeth. 1 Pet. iv. 15. But 
let none of you ſuffer as @ murderet, or as a thief, or as 
an evil. deer, or as a buſy-body in other men's matters. 

1 Cor. vi. 10. Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, fhall inherit the kingdom of 
God. Lev. xix. 11. Ye ſhall not fleal, neither deal falſely, 
neither lie one to another. Prov. xxiv. 28. Be not 4 
witne i againſt thy neighbour without cauſe ; and deteive 
nit with thy lips. Zech. viii. 16, 17. Theſe are the 
things that ' ye ſhall do; ſpeak ye every man the truth to 
his neighbour ; execute the judgment of truth and peacr 
in your gates; and let none of yon imagine evil in your 
kearts againſt his neighbour ; and love no fulſe oath : fur 
ail theſe are things that I hate, faith the Lord. Eph. 
iv. 26. Wherefore putting away lying, ſpeak every man 
truth with his neighbour : for we are members one of 
another. Ecclul. vii. 12, 13. Deviſe not a lie againſt 

thy brother ; neither do the like to thy friend. Uſe not 
to make any manner of lie, for the cuſtom thereof is not 
good. Prov. xii. 22. Lying lips are abomination to the 

. Lord: but they that deal truly are his delight. Pſ. v. 6. 
The Lord will abhor bath the blood-thir/ly and deceitful 
man, Prov. xii. 19. The lip of truth ſball be eſlabliſped 
for ever e but/a lying tongue is but for a moment. Prov. 

' XXiX., —9. A man that fattereth his neighbour fpreadeth 
d net for has feet. In the tranſgreſſion of an evil man there 
ii a jnare : but the righteous dath fing and rejoice. | The 

"if eG "he righteous 
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righteous confidereth the cauſe of the poor + but the wicked” 0 a 


regardeth not to tnotu it. Scornful men bring a city into 


a ſnare: but wiſe men turn away wrath. If a wiſe 


man contendeth with a fooliſh man, whether he rage or 
laugh, there is no reſt. Rev. xxi. 8. All liars ſhall 
have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 


brim}lone : which is the ſecond death. Eceluſ. xx. 24, 


25, 26. A lie is a foul biot in a man, yet it is continuatly 
in the mouth of the untanght. A thief is better than. a 


man that is accuſtomed to lie : but they both ſhall have de- 
fruction to heritage. The diſpeſition of a liar i di- 


honounable, and his ſhame is ever with him. Pf. ci. 


1 will ſing of mercy and judgment; unto thee, O Lord, 


will J ing. I will behave myſelf wiſely in à perfect 
way . 8 wilt thou 250 a 11 l Ee 
within my | houſe -1with a perfect heart. I tuill ſet 'no 
wicked thing before mine eyes: ¶ hate the work of | them 
that turn aſide ; it ſhall not cleave to me. 4 fraward 
heart fhall depart from me: 1- will not know: a wicked 
perſon. Whoſo privily flandereth his neighbour, him 
will I cui off : him that bath an high look, and à proud 
heart, will not ſuffer. Mine eyes ſhall be upon the 
faithful of the land, that they may dwell with mu; he 


that walketh in a perfett way, he ſhall ſerve me. He 


that worketh deceit ſhail-not awell within my-houſe : he 


that telleth lies all not tarry in m fight.” I will early 


deſtroy all the wicted of the land: that I may cut off 


all wicked doers frem the city of the Lord. Pi. cxix, 


163. J hate and abhor lying: but thy law de 1 ive. 
Pſ. exx. 3, 4. What ſhall be given unte thee, or what 
ſhall be done unto thee, thou falſe tongue? Sharp arrows 
of the mighty, with coals of juniper, Prov. Xiti. 22. 
A poor man is better than a ha . n 
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CHAP. VIL 


T they met to go to church, talked over the laſt 
night's adventure, and agreed in opinion, that Tim 
and Harry would never have the afſurance to come 
to ſchool again; but they were miſtaken; for on 
Monday they both attended, having been perſuaded 
by their parents that their ſchool-fellows would 
laugh at the matter; and that, as they had paid An- 
drew Liſter, their maſter had no buſineſs with them. 
. But they were deceived ; for, though many of the 
boys had faults, there was not one beſides themſelves 
who would have robbed a poor man's orchard; and' 
not ane of them would play with, or even ſpeak. to, 
thoſe who had. 

As ſoon as Mr. Allen had taken his ſeat, he called 
them out before him, and ſaid, .I am really aſtoniſh- 
ed Harry Bird and Tim Cox to ſee you here, after 


the crime you have been guilty of. How can either 


of you put on that coat and badge, which are the 
marks to diſtinguiſh boys educated in the principles 
of the Chriſtian religion? that divine religion, whoſe 
laws you have ſhamefully broke! You have not 
only done an injury to Andrew Lifter, but to the 
ſchool you belong to. As it is publicly known 
that you have been guilty of theft, ſome perſons may 
think ill of the inſtitution, and withhold their bene- 
factions, ſo that in effect you may be ſaid to rob the 


ſchool itſelf. On this account [ cannot keep you 
here; I therefore, expel you, as unworthy of the 


charity which was intended for good boys.“ Ti- 


mothy and Harry immediately went away: their 


ſchool- fellows were much affected at this ſentence, 
but it was neceſſary and proper that Mr. Allen 
ſhould act thus, for the ſake of the other _ 
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HE next morning Thomas and Jerry, when 
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Timothy and. Harry returned to their parents, 
who with their uſual folly blamed Mr. Allen; and 
inſtead of inſiſting on theic boys begging pardon, and 
promiſing good behaviour for the future, ſaid they 
did not value him, nor the charity ſchool either, 
nor would they live any longer in the village : ſoin 
a ſhort time they left it, and went to a place at which 
they were not known, were they continued their 
bad practices; and their boys grew ſo wicked, that 
at laſt one turned highwayman, and was hanged; the 
other committed. ſome crime, for which he was con- 
demned to work in the ballaſt lighters. . = 

Thomas Simpkins improved daily in his learning; 
in a week's time he got above Sammy Wilkins, but 
did not exult over him, though he could not help 
rejoicing that he was no longer the loweſt boy in 
the ſchool, In three months time he was able to 
| ſpell words of four ſyllables, and to qead the teſtament 
and prayer book; and then his maſter gave him Watts's 
divine ſongs, and put him higher in the ſchool], 
and began teaching. him, to write and cypher; and 
Thomas took great delight in the hymn book, which 
had been given himas a reward; and learnt to repeat a 
number of the hymns by heart, and to anſwer moſt of 
the queſtions in a book concerning the catechiſm, 
which was uſed in the ſchool; and he added ſome 
of the hymns to his morning and evening devotions, 
ſeldom omitting that which contains praiſes to God 
for learning to read. exit, : 

But it happened, unfortunately for poor Thomas, 
that his mother was taken ſo ill, that ſhe could not 
55 out to work; and, having no money beforehand, 

e did not know what to do for bread. Thomas, 
though very unwilling to loſe his learning, could 
not bear to leave her long by herſelf in that condi- 
tion ; fo ran to ſchool, and begged his maſter to 
excuſe his not going $ill ſhe was better. The maſ- 
ter, knowing that he was too fond of his book to 

B 5 | with 
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wiſh to ſtay away, readily conſented ; but ſtill the 
| 8 diſtreſs remained; Thomas's mother was 

ek, and he had nod means of getting any thing to 
do her good, which made him cry ſadly at firſt; but 
he ſoon recollected that he had read in many places in 
the bible, pſalms and teſtament, that God has pro- 
miſed to hear all his faithful ſervants, who call upon him 
in the day of trouble; and he was ſure God would 
keep his promiſe; he therefore fell on his knees, and 
beſought the Almighty to have compaſſion on his 
diſtreſs; and, if it was his good pleaſure, to reſtore 
his dear mother to health, and to put it into the 
heart of ſome good Chriſtian to relieve them. % 

His prayer was heard; for God Almighty's pro 

vidence ſo ordered it, that an account of this good 
woman's illneſs was carried to Mrs. Andrews, a ver 
charitable humane lady in the neighbourhood, who 
came that afternoon to ſee her, gave her money for 
a preſent ſupply, and ſent her from day to day medi- 
cines and nouriſhing things, till ſne was quite re- 
covered, and able to work again. The ſchool-maſter 
alſo recommended her to the rector, Who made a 
little collection; to which all the gentry, who heard 
what a good woman Mrs, Simpkins was, readily 
contributed ; and her poor neighbours came and did 
what they could for her; and when ſhe got well, ſhe 
had. money enough to pay a quarter's rent, which 
ſhe had been in- great care about: ſo ſhe and Thomas 
were convinced, that God can bring good out of 
evil, and turn misfortunes into bleſſings. 

When Thomas's mother was quite recovered, he 
went to ſchool again, and uſed his beſt diligence to ' 
recover his loſt time; though indeed he had not en- 
tirely neglected his learning; for, while he ſat by his 
"mother's bed- ſide, he got his taſks every day, in the 
fame manner as if he had been expected at ſchool z 
and his maſter was ſo good, as not only to hear him 
repeat them, but alſo gave him, as a reward for his 
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induſtry, a book called the Chriſtian Scholar; and 
at the ſame time recommended him as an example to 
the reſt of the boys, who were in general glad to 
hear his praiſes, and reſolved to be Iike him. It is 
fo natural to defire praiſe and commendation, that 
one wonders every boy ſhould not endeavour to 
obtain it; and yet many act as if they were indif+ 
ferent in reſpect to what the world think of them, 
not conſidering the value of a good character, which 
often puts people forward in the world,” and is of 
more advantage to them than a large ſum of money 
without it. , A good name, (ſays the wiſe king 


Solomon) ** is rather to be choſen than great riches, an 


lwing favour than filver and gold.” It is particularly 
neceſſary for thoſe who are educated at charity 
ſchools, becauſe no perſon will take them after the 

come away without a character from the maſter: 
and ſurely no teacher will be induced to ſpeak well 
of one Who does not deſerve it. Beſides it is to be 
remembered, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf did 
not deſpiſe the good opinion of the world; for it is 
ſaid of him, that when but twelve years old he in- 
creaſed in wiſdom and ſtature, and grew in favour 
wü God and mal 


HAF. VH. 


II would make my ſtory too long, were I to give 

an account of every remarkable inſtance . of 
Thomas Simpkins's good behaviour, while he went 
fo the charity ſchool; but there is one particular 
which I cannot paſs over, becauſe many boys are not 
ſo ſcrupulous on the ſubject as they ought to be, and 
perhaps ſome who read this hiſtory may be the better 
for his example. He would not pay away a bad 
halfpenny, knowing it to be ſo, on any account, be- 
cauſe he thought it was cheating, as it could not bg 
ate „ properly 
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properly called money; and beſides, he was afraid 
that at laſt it might come. to ſome poor wretch who 


Had not another farthing in the world; and he had 
rather work a day, or even a week more, than that 


this ſhould be the caſe; for a thing, which happened 
a little before he went to ſchool, made his very heart 
ache, and he could never mention it without tears in 
his eyes. It was this, When he came home from 
work one evening, his mother ſent him-to the 
chandler's ſhop for a three- penny loaf. At the ſame 
time a very miſerable looking man came in, and 
deſired to have a quartern loaf and a pound of cheeſe, 
for which he laid down a ſhilling. The man of the 
ſhop looked at it, and ſaid it was a bad one: at 
hearing this the poor creature was ready to fink into 
the earth, and declared he did not know it to be ſo; 
but the ſhopkeeper immediately drove a nail through 
the ſhilling, and faſtened it to the counter, bidding 
him be gone for a cheat. The poor wretch, who 


was a ſoldier that had fought bravely for his coun- 
try, had not another farthing; and this ſhilling had 


been given him in charity by a ſtranger ;-ſo he was 
obliged to go away without the bread and cheeſe. 
Thomas followed him, and ſaw him enter an old 
barn, where four children mer him, crying out with 
one voice, Where's the bread and cheeſe daddy?“ 
The little ereatures had had no food all day; their 
poor father could not tel} them be had none for 
them, but burſt into tears, and threw himſelf on 
the ground, endeavouring to ſtifle his ſobs. 
Thomas, who could not bear the ſight of ſo much 
diſtreſs, ran home, and begged his mother to carry 
them ſomething to eat. Mrs. Simpkins, having 
had but little work that week, was rather ſhort of 
money; however, ſhe thought of the widew's mite, 
and reſolved to give all ſhe had to theſe poor ſtran- 
gers, who were ſo much worſe off than herſelf; ſo 
me cheerfully took the three-peapny loaf, _ her 
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Rock of cheeſe, and divided it amongſtthem. Thomas 


_ alſo fetched a meſs of milk, which had been provid- 


ed for his ſupper ; this he cheerfully gave to the 
ſtrangers; and both he and his mother were con- 
tented to go without food themſelves ; and even re- 


joiced that God Almighty had put it in their power 


to feed the hungry, as they had heard the parſon 
read in the teſtament, the very Sunday before, that 
« our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt will look 
upon ſuch actions as done to himſelf,” and will re- 
ward them in heaven; and Mrs. Simpkins deſired 


Thomas to think what happineſs it would be to hear 
his bleſſed Lord ſay, when he ſhould come in the 
clouds, with all his holy angels, Come, ye bleſſed. 


of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 


- 
= 


the beginning of the world. — For I was an bung red, 


and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me 


drink !” And how dreadful to hear him ſay, ** De- 


part ye wicked, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angeln! | 

Thomas not only kept his tongue from lying, and 
his hands from ſtealing, but made a conſcience of 
playing fair at all games, and never cheated, or made 


diſtreſſing to poor folks, and he ſhonld be apt to 


2 himſelf at loſing, therefore could not enjoy 


is winnings, left he ſhould be the cauſe of grief to 
others. Beſides, he ſaid, it took off all the pleaſure 
of play to make a trade of it. He was alſo very in- 
dulgent to the little boys, in teaching them how to 
ſpin tops, play with marbles, &c. and always took 
their part when others teazed them. In ſhort, 
there was not a virtue recommended in the ſcrip- 
tures, but this good boy tried to practiſe it; nor a 
vice forbid, but he tried to avoid it; by which 
means he paſſed his time very happily; as all people 
will do, who keep God in all their thoughts, ſo as to 


; uſe of any tricks; neither could he be prevailed on 
to play for money; for he ſaid, a little loſs was often 


- 
* 
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fear 


fear doing what he has forbid, and love God, ſo as 


. _— 


Canary. ix 


THERE is one thing more, which I cannot 

forbear mentioning, it was fo yer praiſeworthy, 
In the ſame village where Thomas Simpkins lived 
was. a boy named Dick Howe, whoſe mother was a 
fad indolent goliiping woman, and his father a 
drunken reprobate fellow; therefore Dick had little 
chance of knowing bis duty; but he was naturally a 
quiet good tempered lad, though he had learned to 


* 


ſwear, and uſe dreadfully wicked words. This boy 


worked for the ſame farmer as Thomas Simpkins had 
formerly done, and they had agreed very well together; 
and many a time had Thomas made Dick cry, by 


talking to bim about his wickedneſs ; but he uſed to 


fay, he cauld not help it, for he did not know when 
he ſwore, he had ſuch a habit of it, Thomas felt a 
great deal of pity for this poor boy, but was afraid of 

Fein too intimate with him, left the ſchool- maſter 
ſhauſd have a bad opinion of him. At length it 
happened that Dick's father and mother both died of 


the ſmall-pox, and he went to live with an uncle and 


aunt, who were very ſober good people, and they 
wiſhed very much to get Dick into the chary-ſchoof, 
but there was no vacancy. 'Thomas Simpkins thought 
he might now ſafely keep company with Dick; and 
hearing what his friends wiſhed about the charity- 


| ſchool, reſolved to try if he could not teach him to 


read, and accordingly ſet” about it: Dick took great 
Paine, and Thomas gained great honour ; for he taught 
ki to read very well in the ſpelling book, broke him 
of ſwearing, aud uſing bad worcs, and perſuaded him 
to g to church every Sunday. He uſed to ſay that 
he thought {wearing was a fooliſh as well as a wicked 
he | _ cuſtom, 
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cuſtom, for the words ſwearing people uſed ſeemed 
often to come in without ſenſe or meaning; and he 
begged of Diek to conſider that it muſt de a great 
aftiont to God Almigbty to hear his holy name uſed 
in that free manner, eſpecially as he had commanded 
that it ſhould not be taken in vain; the meaning of 
which command his maſter had taught him, was that 


no one ſhould uſe the name of God in common dif- . - 


courſe, He ſaid, whenever he read or repeated any 
of the Ten Commandments, he could not help think- 
ing of the awful manner in which they were delivered? 
on mount Sinai. He then read to Dick Howe that 
part of the book of Exodus which deſeribes this affect- 
ing event; and aſked him, whether he thought that 


he ſhould ever have dared to (wear if he heard the 


thunderings and ſeen the glory of God. He begged 
of Dick to remember that the ſame God is preſent at 
al times, in all places, though he does not appear to 
us as he did to the Iſraelites, and that he has power 


_ to ſtrike every preſumptuous ſinner dead in an inſtant 


who dares to break his commandments, and that it 
cannot be expected he will bleſs thoſe who willfully 
do ſo. en 9b} 8 
Dick Howe felt the fotce of this admonition, and 
promiſed'to try to refrain from ſwearing. Thomas 
adviſed him to pray for divine grace to affiſt his en- 
deavours, and, in order to refreſh his memory, begged 
him to repeat to himſelf every morning, when he ſaid 
his prayers, the third commandment aid the following 
texts of ſcripture, Lev. xix. 12. And ye ſhall not ſwear 
by my name falſely, neither ſhalt thou profane the name of 
thy God: I am the Lord. Matt. v. 34. But I. ſay unto* 
you, ſwear not at all; neither by heaven, for it is God's 
throne ; nor by the earth, far it 1s his footſlool : neither 
ſhalt thou ſiveur by thy head, becauſe thou canſt not mate 
one hair white or black, Matt. xxiii. 16. Mo unto you, ye 
blind guides, which fay, whoſoever ſhall ſwear by the temple, 
it is nothing e but whoſoever ſhall ſwear by the gold of 


the temple, he is a debtor. James v. 12. But above all 
things, 


« 
: 40 1 f 
things, my brethren, ſiuear not, neither by beaven, neither 
by - earth, neither by any other oath but let your yea 
be yea, and your nay; nay ; left ye fall into condemnation. 
Eccluſ. -xxiii. 9. Accuſtam not thy mouth to ſevering ; 
neither uſe thyſelf to the naming of the Holy One. 
Eccluſ. xxvii. 14. The talk of him that ſweareth much 
maketh the hair ſtand upright : and their brawls make one 
flop his ears. About half a year after the death of 
Dick Howe's father, Jerry Franks left ſchool ; and 
Diek, to his great joy, was taken in his ſtead; and 
very glad he was that Thomas Simpkins had put him 
forward, as he was a great boy, and. would not have 
ſo many years to ſtay at ſchool as thoſe who were. 
taken in younger. | | a 
Thomas Simpkins continued to go to ſchool till 
he was fourteen years old; and was for the laſt two 
| years very uſeföl to his maſter, in teaching the 
younger boys, and was beloved by every one in the 
ſchool ; ſo that when the time came for him to go 
away, they were very ſorry indeed; however, as 
Thomas knew that George Ellis wanted to get his 
ſon into the ichoo], he did not defire to ſtay any 
longer; and, thanking his maſter for his kindneſs and 
ood inſtruction, took his leave. 1 : 
Thomas now found himſelf at a loſs for employ- 
ment, and could not bear to live a burden upon his 
poor mother; he therefore reſolved to do any work 
that he cold get, rather than be idle, 71 
His. wiſh was to go *p:entice to ſome trade, in 
which he might have a chance of riſing in the world 
but as this could not be done for want of money, 
nor without leaving his mother, he determined to go 
to huſbandry work, for the preſent at leaſt ; and ac- 
cordingly engaged hunſelt to the ſame farmer whom 
he had lerved before, who now agreed to give him 
four thillings a week ; and Thomas ſtrove to earn it, 
for he was very ſtrong; and Knew it would be ex- 
tremely diſhon*it not to give his beſt. ſeivice for the 
Wages he received z and he took great care 7 the 
| : Oc les 
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horſes he drove; fed them regularly, rubbed them 


down, ' and gave them water properly ; not only out 
of pity. to the poor beaſts, but becauſe he kney they 
coſt his maſter a great deal of money. 2 

Though Thomas could read and wiite, and cypher 
very well, he was not at all above driving a cart, or a 
plough ; for he thought to himſelf, that a boy had 
better be without learning Man to diſdain getting his 
bread in any honeſt way that was moſt ſuitable. To 
be ſure he would rather have had an employment in 
which he could exerciſe his talents; but pride was 
not made for man; and whilſt he was waiting for ſuch 


elſe diſtreſs his poor mother; ſo he roſe early, and 
purſued his daily taſk, with a contented cheerful heart, 
and every evening wrote out ſomething from the 
ſcriptures, or other good books, and did a ſum or 
two, to keep his hand in; and read to his mother, 
or elſe to goody Todd, a poor blind woman, and 
Gaffer Jefferies, an old infirm man, who lived in the 


alms-houſes, Poor Mrs. Simpkins was very happy in 


having ſuch a good ſon, 5 


\ 


CHAP. X, 


W HEN Thomas had worked for farmer Hobſon 
about a year, it happened that Mr, Brown, the 

new rector, wanted a ſervant. - Thomas's mother 
thought the place would ſuit him very well, and wiſhed 
him to go after it; which he was very willing to 
do, as he had heard the rector was a good man, and 
would let his ſervants go to church, and allo inſtruct 
them in their duty; he therefore begged the farmer 
to ſpare him; and, having made himſelf as clean as 
he could, waited upon Mr. Brown, who, was ſitting 
in the parlour with his lady, and deſired he might 
come in, Mrs, Brown was vaſtly pleaſed with his 
| | appearance, 


a place as he wiſhed, he might ſtarve for want, or 
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appearance, but was afraid he was too young to un- 
dertake all their work, as they kept a horſe, two cows, 


four pigs,” made butter, and had a little garden to 


weed and water, beſides waiting at table, cleaning 
ſhoes, and going of errands; but Thomas thought he 
could manage all this buſineſs by rifing early in the 


morning; the only — N fearful of, was 


Waiting at table; but, on Mrs. Brown's promiſing to 
inſtruct him, he declared himſelf willing to learn. 
Mr. Brown then aſked him if he did not once belong 


to the charity-ſchool,” as he thought he remembered 
his face among the charity boys; and ſoon recollected . 


that he ſaid his catechiſm the beſt of any at church 
the Sunday he catechiſed the childten tor Mr. Eds 


wards, the laſt rector; and that, on inquiry who he 


was, he had heard an extraordinary good character of 
Him from the ſchool-maſter; this circumſtance ſottled 
the buſmeſs at once; and it was agreed that T ho- 
mas ſhould have four pounds a year, and a hivery, 


and-go to bis place as ſoon as he could; but he 


begged Mr. and Mrs, Brown would excuſe him til 
farmer Hobſon could get a boy in his ſtead, becauſe 
it was a very buſy time with him. and he could not 
wel: ſpare a hand. Mr, and Mrs. Brown were not 
that kind of gentlefolks- who think the world only 
made for them, and ſo that they are ſerved do not 
care what becomes of other people; they conſidered 
that it would be worle for the farmer to loſe one of his 
hands, than for them to make ſhiſt without a footboy; 
and, as there was a neighbour's fon who could milk 
the cows, and look after the pigs, &c. for a little 
while, they deſired Themas not to leave the farmer 


unhandſomely on any account; and he made all the 


haſte he could to his work, not even, ſtaying to tell 


his mother of his good toitune, though he wanted to 


do fo very much; however, ſhe was fo deſirous of 


knowing how he ſucceeded, that ſhe walked to the 


field, 


e ä 
feld, and there had the fatisfaRion'of hearing that he 
wes hired. 1 5 | bu Ker 
In about three days another lad was ſound to ſup» f 
ply Thomas's place at the farmer's; and he called in 
the evening to acquaint Mr. Brown that he could 
wait on him the Monday following. 
Themas, from the time he had been able to read bi 
b ble and teſtament, had made it his conſtant practice 
to ſtudy his duty from it, and particularly deſired 
to do ſo, as he was going into à new ſtation of life; 
for this purpoſe, both before and after church, on 
Sunday, he employed himſelſ in ſearehing for the texts 
that related to the duty of a ſervant, and wrote them 
down in a little book, which he made for the purpoſe, 
that he might read them over often, and remember 
mem. The texts he wrote down were as follows: 
Epheſians, chap. vi. ver- 5—8. Servants be obedient ta 
them that are your maſters according to the fleſh, with fear 
and trembling, in ſingleneſt of your heart, as unto Chrift ; 
not with eye ſervices as men-pleaſers, but as the ſervants 
F Chri/t; doing the will of God from the heart; with 
good-will doing ſervice, as to the Lord, and not to men: 
hnowing that whatſoever good thing any man doth, the 
ſame ſhall be receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free. Col: ni. 22-25 Servants, obey in all things-your 
maſlers according to the fleſh; not with eye ſervice, as 
men. pleaſers, but in ſingl neſs of heart, fearing God: and 
whatſoever ye do, do it htattily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye all recerve the 
reward of the inheritance ; for ye ſerve the Lord Chiift, 
But he that dath wrong, ſhall receive for the wrong which 
he hath done : and there is no reſpett of perſons. 1 Tim. 

vi. 1. Let as many ſervants as are under the yoke, count 

their own maſters as worthy of all honour, that the name 

of God, and his doctrine, be not blaſphemed. Titus ii. 

g9—11. Exhort jervants to be obedient unto their own 

maflers, and to pleaſe them well in all things, not an- 

fwering again; net purleining, but ſhewing did good 8 
2A D 3 
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Aty; that they may adorn the doftrine of God dur Saviour 
in all things: for the grace of God, that bringeth ſalva. 
tion, hath appeared to all men.— From theſe texts he 
learnt, that ſerving a maſter faithfully, for conſcience 
fake, is eſteemed by the Lord as ſervice done io him- 
ſelf, and will be rewarded accordingly in the other 
world. Thomas reſolved to follow the ſcripture rules 
as ſtrictly as poſſible, that he might after death be ad- 
mitted to the joys of heaven; but knowing that 
no one, without the grace of God, is able to do his 
duty, in any inſtance, he prayed to God to confirm 
hos good reſolutions, and give him grace to keep 
em, 
In the evening Thomas called and took leave of his 
friends, who were ſorry to part with him, eſpecially 
r goody Todd, and Gaffer Jefferies ; but Dick 
owe, who was grown a very good boy, .promiſed to 
read to them and his mother too, which made Tho- 
mas Simpkins very happy; and on Monday morning, 
his mother walked with him to the rector's, but — 
at the gate, left the family ſhuuld think ſhe made a 
baby of him. 1 
As ſoon as Mr. Brown knew he was come, he 
called him into the parlour, and ſaid, Well, I ho- 
mas, I have heard ſo many 2 things of you, that [ 
make no doubt you will behave as you ought to do; 
but, as you have never yet been out at ſervice, I will 
tell you what 1 expect from you, . 
* You will not find me, 'Fhomas, like many 
maſters, indifferent in reſpet to what becomes of 
your ſoul, ſo that you do the work Ihired you ſor; on 
the contrary, I ſhall endeavour to give you ſuch reli- 
gious inſtruction as you ſtand in need ot; ſhall allow 
you time to ſerve God; and will treat you kindly and 
juſtly in every reſpect,  __ 
% Now, in return. for this, I have a right to re- 
quire you to ſerve me with fidelity, Every ſtate and 
condition of life, Thomas, has its. particular ** 
[2 


0064 = 
The duty of a ſervant is to be obedient, diligent, ſo- 
ber, juſt, honeſt, frugal, orderly in his behaviour, 
ſubmiſſive and reſpect 
treſs, and kind to his fellow-fervants; he muſt allo 
be contented in his ſtation, becauſe it is neceſſary that 
ſome ſhould be above others in this world; and it was 
the will of the Almighty to place him in a ſtate of ſer- 
vitude, 

« [ have agreed to pay you wages, Thomas, for 
which you have agreed to give me your time and la- 
bour; therefore, if you ſhould be idle, and negli ct 
my work, and waſte the time which you have in a 
manner ſold to me, it would be all the ſame as rob- 
bing me of my money. You have alſo put yourſelf 
in ſubjection to me, and your miſtreſs, and are there- 
fore bound to obey all our lawful commands, Many 
things belonging to me muſt neceſſarily come under 
your care; and you will have opportunities of waſting 
my property very much; but depen on it, if you do 
ſo, God will, at the great day of judgment, call you 
to account for it; for he will view all your actions 
when they are hidden from the eyes of the whole 
world, Remember this, Thomas, and never do any 
thing, which you would be afraid to do in the preſence 
of Gud Almighty. The mote ſober, orderly, and re- 


gular you are in your behaviour, the happier you will 


de; and if you are kind to your fellow-ſervants, you 
will have a claim to kindneſs from them. I have at 
preſent two very good girls ; but you may chance, in 
a courſe of years, to fall among ſervants of a different 
character, who conſider their own intereſt only, with- 
out regard to that of their maſter and miſtreſs ;. I muſt 
therefore add, that it is not only your duty to be 
juſt and honeſt yourſelf, Thomas, but to inform me 
if you ſee my preperty waſted by others. I mention 


| this, becauſe a miſtaken notion prevails among ſer- 


vants, that they are on no account to tell of each 
other, let them ſee ever ſo many bad practices, Now 
3 this 
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ful towards his maſter and mi- 


| (rH .. 
this is very wrong; for a, perſon might as well for: 
bear to difcover a houſebreaker, or a highwayman, ag 
forbear to tell when they fee. bread and meat given 
away, or waſted, I do not mean, my lad, that you 
ſbould be a tell-tale, nor will my ears be open to 
frivolous. complaints; all I deſire is, that you ſhould 
keep nothing a ſecret from me which is of conle- 
quence for me to know. ba; 145 5 
Remember alſo, that you, as well as people in 
the higher ranks of life, have a maſter in heaven 
whom you are bound to ſerve and obey. By him 
we are all intruſted with talents, which we are res» 
quired to improve to the utmoſt of our power. The 
dN God has committed to you, Thomas, are 
health, ſtrength, and underſtanding, ſufficient to qua- 
lify you for, and enable you to diſcharge, the duties 
of the ſtation he has placed you in; theſe you muſt 
diligently improve, by endeavouring, on all occa- 
ſions, to act by me, and every perſon with whom you 
have any dealings, to the beſt of your ko Iedge and 
abilities. You mult alſo endeavour, by all proper 
means, to increaſe your knowledge, in order to be 


more and more uſeful in the world, as you. grow 


older. If you do this, you may hope to meet your 
Lord with joy, at his coming to judge the world.“ 

Thomas aſſuted Mr. Brown, that he would always 
be true and juſt to him; and neither wrong him, nor 
ſee him wronged, without informing him of it; and 
that he would never forget he had a ſoul to be ſaved, 
“ Then,” replicd his maſter, „ we ſhall. both be 
happy, Thumas ; for you may depend upon all the 
| encouragement you can reaſonably deſire, Go into, 
the kitchen now; your miſtteſs will be back from mar- 
ket preſently, and will tell you what to do“. 
Thomas then made his bow, and went into the 
kitchen; where, ſeeing no one, as the maids were 
buſy in other parts of the houſe, he ſat down, and 
thought in his mind on what Mr, Brown had . been 
| BY ſaying, 
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ſaying, which he found quite agreeable. to the texts | 


of ſcripture he had written out, and determined to 
obſer ve it. n | 9 8 F 
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GOON after the maids came down airs, and ſpoke 
fo kindly. ta Thomas, that he was quite pleaſed; : 


they alſo -praiſed their maſter and miſtreſs, and ſaid, 
if he was not happy in their ſervice it muſt be his own 
fault. This was great encouragement to him, and 
bis heart: overflowed with gratitude towards God Al- 
mighty, whoſe providence had brought him into ſa 
good a. family.  , 4 SS! 

Preſently after Mrs. Brown came in with her two 


children, a little maſter about ſeven years old, and a 


young lady about ſixteen. As ſoon as the young 
gentleman ſaw Thomas, he called out, “here's the 
new boy, mamma, here's the new boy!“ and, run- 
ning up to him, faid, are you come to live with 


us?” Thomas very civilly told him he was. Mrs. 
Brown then ſhewed Thomas a little pantry, in which 


ſtaod a dinner tray, the knife caſes, ſome glaſſes, the 


common tea things, &c. of Which he was to have 


the care; and told him ſhe expected always to ſee 
every article there, when it was not in ule, in the 
very places they now ſtood in. She then gave him a 
fuſtian jacket and wailtcoat, for every day,, and a 


drab. colour livery, turned up with green, for his beſt, 
telling him, that ſhe required him to keep his clothes, 


hands, and face, very clean. She then ordered Dick 
Bennet, who had milked the cows, and fed the pigs, 


till Thomas could: go-to his place, to ſhew him where 


they were kept; and when he came ia, it was time 
to get himſelf ready for dinner; he accordipgly 


drefied himſelf in his new” jacket, and looked very 


neat indeed; his miſtreſs was ſo kind as to direct him 


how 
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how to lay the i and wait at table, and waz 
_ quite ſurpriſed to ſee how handy he was the firſt time; 
he then went and got his own dinner with the maids z 
after which, little maſter begged the new boy might 
go with him to fly his kite, to which Mrs. Brown 
© conſented, only deſiting they would be back time 
enough foe Thomas to get tea ready, which, with 
his miſtreſs's directions, he managed very well; be 
afterwards milked the cows, — watered the garden; 
and in the evening ſat down quite comfortable with 
the maids, who rejoiced to hear that he could read, 
and entertain them while they worked. Thomas 
laid his cloth for ſupper, without making any miſ- 
takes; and, as ſoon-as he and the reſt of the fervants 
had ſupped, Mr. Brown rang a bell to collect his 
family together, that they might end the day with 
religious worſhip; and after prayers every one retired 
to bed in peace, and took their reſt, truſting that God 
Mighty would raiſe them up in ſafety. | 

In-th: morning Thomas roſe by five o'clock, fed 

the pigs, cleaned his maſter's ſhoes and boots, put 

his blacking and bruſhes tidily away, and fed and 

« watered the horſe, by which time the maids were 

up, who defired him to fetch in wood and water for 
them; after which he milked the cow: by this time 
Mr. and Mrs, Brown were up, who were greatly 
pleaſed to fee how forward he was with his work. 
& This will do, Thomas,”-ſaid his miſtreſs ; S only 
forecaſt your buſineſs, and you will get through it with 
eaſe—many ſervants double * work ſor want of 
method.“ 

: The bell was now rung for morniog prayers 4 
which Thomas and the maids got breakfaſt for the 
parlour, and then ſat down to their own: the maids 
then inſtructed him in cleaning knives, rubbing ta · 

2 47 cleaning plate, & c. and when the time came to 
his cloth, he remembered every thing, ſo that 
* 128 Mrs. Brown praiſed him very much. * the 
ter- 
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aſternoon, Thomas and his young maſter (who was 


brought up, as well as Miſs. Fanny his filter, to be 
very good natu- ed do ſervants) went into the garden; 
where, while Thomas worked, the young gentleman 
diverted himſelf with a little piece of ground, which 
he calledthhis own garden. Ss . 
Mr. and Mis Brown kept two maids, Betty the 
ccok, and Kitty, who was houſe-maid and dairy- 
maid ; the former had been brought up in the family 
from a child, and was a good creature; the latter 
was taken, about two years before, out of a 8 
ſ.hool, Kitty's father and mother lived in the pariſh 


Mr. Brown came from, which was a good way off; 


and ſhe was very ſorry to leave them; but as ſhe was 
in ſo good a place they deſired her not to come away 
on any account. | . 

It was always a rule with Mr. and Mrs. Brown to 


tell their ſetvants, as ſoon as they came into their 


ſervice, what they required of them; and I have al- 
ready informed you what this worthy gentleman, ſaid 
to Thomas. Mrs. Brown talked much to the ſame. 
purpoſe to Kitty; but, among other things, deſired 


her to dreſs in a plain, neat manner, for ſhe did not 
approve of ſervants. flaunting themſelves out, as 1s 
the cuſtom now a-days, She alſo defired that ſhe. 


would not romp with the men and boys, as it made 


young women appear very bold; and begged her to 


avoid putting herſelf in-a paſſion, as meekneſs is a 


great virtue in every woman, and particularly requi- 


ine in thoſe who ate placed in a ftate of ſervice; 
ſhe likewiſe told her, that ſhe expected her to behave 
well to her daughter, who was now old enough to 
aſſiſt in doing little things in the family. © I mention 


this, Kitty,” ſaid Mrs. Brown, “ becauſe I know it 
is a very common thing in families, when a daughter 
is grown up, and her mother wiſhes her to learn 


how to manage a houſe, for the maids to ſet their 
taces againſt her, and treat her with infolence, be- 


% 


Wu cold. > 


cauſe they don't chuſe, as they ſay, to have more 
miſtreſſes than one, Now, if I ever hear an ex- 
preſhon of this kind, Kitty,“ continued ſhe, I 


ſhall conſi er it as an inſult offered to me; for ſurely 


J have a right to employ my daughter as I think pro- 
per. I know that Fanny is inclined to be a good 


miſtreſs; and I ſhould think, Kitty, that the more 


ſriends a ſervant has in a_ family the better. My, 
daughter may in time ſettle in the world, and be. 
able to ſerve you, when I and your maſter are dead; 
and ſo may Charles too; therefore it is your intereſt. 
to behave well to the children: I do not mean that 
you ſhould cant and flatter chem; neither ſhal} I 
ſuffer them to tyrannize over you; Fanny, indeed, 
knows better than to do 6 ; but Charles is young, 
and may ſometimes forget himſelf, I expect you to 
bear with his little. barmleſs tricks; but, it he is rude, 
at any time, inform me of it civilly, and-I will correct 
him properly ; but if you take upon you to do it your- 
ſelf, 1 ſhall always ſuppoſe you to be in fault.“ 


Kitty had as excellent a heart as Thomas, and had 


been brought up in the ſame pious way by her parents. 
She made the ſcriptures the rule of her actions, and 
conſequently was ſober, diligent, juſt, honeſt, frugal, 
orderly and ſubmiſſive. 25 


Mr. Brown gave Thomas a bible and prayer- book, p 
which he was very glad of, becauſe he did not like to 


take thoſe which had been his father's, as they would 
- be wanted for Dick Howe to read to his mother, He 
alſo gave him the Gatdener's Calendar, which Tho- 


mas orten read, for he took great delight in a gar- 


den, and contrived to have every thing early in ſea- 
ſon. The good gentleman had alſo provided ſeveral 
other books for his kitchen, becauſe he wiſhed his ſer- 


vants to have plcaſure as well as bimſelf. In theſe | 


Thomas read to th-. maids whenever he had time, 
- Which was very pleaſing to all parties. 


CHAP 


ww # om <4 om i nels wk, ws © WR, © 


LM 


ſellow- ſer vants; he 


1 all th G © 
1 — 
- 
- 


- 


a #S % - 
1 * ; 1 2 - 
E 18 4 & 4 = 
* 
% 8 P 3 4 « © 2X - 
. 5 . 
. E , bo _ 
g : » | j 
. = 


N this manner | Thomas lived. contented and 
I h-ppy for four years; gave great ſatisfaction to his 


maſter and -miftreſs, and was much beloved by his 
had frequent opportunities of ſee- 
ing his mother; though ſhe made it a point never to 
go to Mr. Brown's houſe, unleſs Mrs. Brown was ſo 


as to'aſk; her; becauſe, neither ſhe or her ſon 


wiſhed: to appear encroaching ; and they met with the 
greater kindneſs on account of their modeſty ; for 
the good parſon and his lady gave her many a din- 
ner, and beſtowed other favours upon her, which 
they would not'have done if ſhe had been forward and. 
inttuſi ee. ” 
At the end of four | 
away. to be married, and Suſan Clarke, who had 
lived in a nobleman's family, was hired in her room. 


She appeared to be very good-natured, and be- 


haved with the greateſt civility to her maſter and 
miltrefſes's faces, but ſhe was very deceitſul, as you 


Will ſoon find. * 


Inſtead of taking pleaſure in hearing the bible and 
other good books of an evening, ſhe had not been 
there a week before ſhe brought out a hiſtory, which 
Thomas began reading, but found it full of nonſenſe 


about lords, and ladies, and quires, falling in love 


with one another, and running away from their pa- 
rents, and ſhooting themſelves, and ſuch fort of ſtuff; 
28 neither he or Kitty at all liked, for it would not 


teach them any thing of their duty either to God or 
man. 8 


Suſan next produced a parcel of ballads, ſome of 


which, ſuch as Chevy Chaſe, the Cobler who lived 
in a Stall, the Children * the Wood, Black- eyed 
| | 2 


years Betty the cook went 


Suſan, 
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Suſan, and a few others, Kitty thought pretty read - 
ing, and wiſhed to know the tunes ; though ſhe did 
not believe, ſhe ſaid, that the Children in the Wood 
could be all tiue, as Mr. Brown had often told her 


there were no ſuch things as ſyirits and apparitions, 
Many of the ballads were full of nothing but inde- 


cency, which Thomas was aſhamed to read, and 
Kitty to hear; ſo he took the whole parcel and flung 


them into the fire, ſaying that his maſter would not 
an- 


ſuffer ſuch things in his houſe. Suſan was very 
ery, and went up ſtairs to bed in a buff. After ſhe 


was gone, Kiity and Thomas talked- the matter: 
over: and Thomas ſaid he thought, as ſervants had 


but little time for reading, it was right to make the 
beſt uſe of it, and. nut to waſte any time in reading 
nonſenſe. . + Beſides,” ſaid he, Kitty, what reading 


can be ſo pleaſing as the Bible? 1 like Robinſon Cru- 
foe, and the other book of travels my maſter Jent us, 


very well, but they are not halt ſo entertaining as the 


ſtorics in the bible and teſtament; beſides, how do We 


know the firſt are true? and we are ſure the latter are 


ſc, becauſe they were written by holy men, Who 


were taught by God himſelf what to write; and how 
much prettier. Watts's hymns and the pſalms at the 
end of the prayer-book are, than thole fooliſh bal- 
lads,” * Very true, Thomas, ſaid Kitty, “ though 
1 love a merry ſong very well, as-ſinging makes werk 

o off lightly, I cannot bear fuch ſongs as theſe, 
and think it very fooliſh to ſpend money for ſuch 


, traſh.” 


The next evening Suſan, being come into tem- 


per, brought forth a book, which pretended to inter- 


_ duſt, at the bottom of ci pe, and ſo on. 


ret dreams, and to tell whether people would have 
dod or bad luck, and what would happen io them 


dy the moles they had; the marks in the palms of 


their hands; the ſetilings of cuffee- grounds and tea- 
Tbe 
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The title of this book was enough. to keep Tho- 
mas from reading it; for he ſaid the writer of it muſt 
be a very wicked wretch, to pretend to know what 
none but God Almighty could know; and he thought 
it very wrong to wiſh to pry into future things, when 
there was fo much ſaid againſt it in the ſcriptures 
for his part, he would not have his fortune told for 


the world; and Kitty proteſted ſhe would not liſten 


to fortune tellets, if ſhe was even ſure they could 
tell true; for ſhe was certain God would not make 
future things known to ſuch- wicked perſons, as they 


uſually were; and it would be wrong for Chriſtians 


to liſten to their falſhoods, or have any concerns 
with them; beſides, ſhe had heard many ſtories of 
their robbing houſes, and therefore would never let 
them enter her maſter's. Suſan laughed at them for 
a couple of fools, and ſaid, they were the dulleſt fel- 
low-ſervants ſhe ever lived with in her life. 
The next night Suſan ſaid ſhe muſt juſt ſtep out; 
and deſired they would ſay, if her miſtreſs aſked for. 
her, that ſhe was only gone up ſtairs, and would be 


down again in a minute. I ſhall tell no ſtories 


about it,” ſaid Kitty, “ for I would not deceive my 
good miſtreſs on any account 3?! and Thomas faid the 
ſame, -** Well,” replied Sultan, “do as you will; 
if you like to be kept priſoners; I don't; nor ſhall any - 
parſon 2nd his wife in England chain me by the leg;“ 

and away ſhe went, Kitty and Thomas were ver 
ſorry to ſee Suſan act in this manner, and faid, it. 
was really hard a ſervant could not aſk a miſtieis's 
leave; it was not doing as ſhe would be done 
by. Mrs. Brown, as it happened, did not mils 
Sum 5 154-7 „ 4 
When Sunday came, Kitty and Thomas were 
quite ſurprized to ſee the cook, when they were go- 
ing to church, in a ſilk gown, curls at her, cats, her 
hair half way down her back, a fine gauze cap, with 
lap;ets and ſtreamers, a flounced petticoat, and long 
C 3 Ne train 
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train to her gown. The good girl, as well as Tho- 
mas, was quite aſhamed to walk with her; and 
both declared they could not go into the houſe of 
God with one who looked fit to act a play with ſtrol- 
lers in a barn, Suſan ſaid, they need not frighten 
themſelves, ſhe was not going with them, ſhe was 
not hired to go to church; and though madam had 
given her a long lecture about that and other things, 
when ſhe came to her place, ſhe ſhould ſtay from 
- church whenever ſhe thought proper: if ſhe did her 
work, that was .enough for her, So away ſhe went 
to Lord Townly's, where an old fellow-lervant of 
-her's lived as kitchen maid, © 1 + 
It happened that Mr, Brown did duty at another 
church that afternoon ; and Mrs, Brown's little boy 
being ill, ſhe and Miſs Fanny ſtaid at home to at- 
tend him, by. which means Suſan was not found out. 
Mrs. Brown indeed ſaw, from the-chamber-window, 
how fooliſhly ſhe had dreſſed herſelſ, and detei mined 
to tel] her of it the next day, When evening came, 
_ Suſan pretended. to have the head-ach, and went 
to bed becauſe ſhe cid not like to hear. a ſermon 
read, "Ti & | 
It was very uncomfortable to Kitty and Thomas 
to have a companion who had ſuch a diſlike to every 
thing that was good; and they conſulted together 
whether to tell their maſter and miſtreſs of her or not; 
and at laſt agreed to let it alone a little while, in hopes 
ſhe would grow better, 
Te next morning Mrs. Brown faid, “ Suſan, I 
was quite aſtoniſhed to ſee your dieſs yeſterday, and 
muſt inſiſt upon your not making ſuch an appearance 
again, if you think of continuing in my houſe.” 
Suſan, who was a very great cant, pretended to be 
very ſorry, and ſaid, ſhe ſuppoſed gentlefolks liked to 
| fee their ſervants dreſſed; for ber part, where ſhe 
lived laſt, ſhe was never thought ſmart enough; 
« Well,” ſaid Mis, Brown, I am of a diffetent 
E opinion, 
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op inion, and you cannot dreſs too plain for me, 2s 
I told you when youſilt came, fo pray let me ſee no 
more of your gewgaws, Common wages will not 
' afford ſuch things, and they are quite out of cha - 
racter. - Mrs. Brown then left her, and Suſan im- 
mediate ly burſt intg a laugh, and ſaid, “ So-T am 
too fine for madam! is ſhe afraid I ſhall be taken 
for the miſtreſs? Well, I'll foon go where I may 
dreſs as I pleaſe, though I will humour the old woman 
til F can better myſelf.“ Kitty heard this, and thought 
it would be right to tell her miſtreis of it; but never 
- having had occafion to complain of a fellow ſervant 
before, ſhe did net know how to go about it, and 
beſides, ſhe thought Suſan could not be in earnett; 
- ſhe therefore re ſolved to bring the matter up in the 
cvening, When Thomas would be ' by: accordingly, 
| when they were all ſeated round the table, Kitty | 
- Suſan who was her milliner? on which, the other de- 
: fired to know if ſhe wanted to employ her? Andeed 
| I do not,” replicd Kitty, „for I think a neat muſlin 
cap, with a quilled border, which I can mike mytet, 
- quite good enough for me. Where is the uſe of 
' drefling Nke a lady, when every body knows one is 
but a poor ſervant? And what ple:fure can there be 
in ſweeping the Cirty ground with a long train, or 
having the gown drawn up like a window curtain, to 
fit upon and crumple all up of a hep? Beſides, what 
work people mult have with their lappets and flap- 
dabs, if they make them all them'elves ! or what 
2 they coſt, if they get others to do them!“ 
« You are a filly gil,“ ſaid Suſan, “ and know 
nothing of the word; one muſt do as other people 
do. ho beſtdes the parſon and his wife would hire 
you, do you think, even in your Sunday clothes'? 
but what would they ſay to you in your worki 
dreſs, with your camlet gown, your ſtuff quilted 
petticoat, worſted ſtockings, and leather ſhoes 1? 
Never fear,” ſaid Thomas, © you would ſooner 
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get a place, Kitty, than zny of the dreſſed- up ma- 
damis, who, as I know by Lord 'Townly's ſervants, 
have often a fine-gown, with ſcarce a ſhoe to their 
ioot, and white, or rather brown ſtockings, full of 
holes, with fringes of rags at the bottom of their 
petticoats, I have often heard the gentry praiſe 


- FKitty's dreſs, when I have been waiting at tea, and 


make game of ſervants who try to look like ladies.“ 
«© lam glad to hear ſome gentlefolks have a good 


opinion of me; ſaid Kitty, “ though I hope I ſhall 


not ſoon be in want of a place, for I know when 
Tam well off, and that's more than many do.” Mean- 
ing me for one I ſuppoſe,” ſaid Suſan, ** becauſe I 


faid I would go away as ſoon as I could better my- 


felf ;z—don't go and blab that; one ſays many things 
in a' joke, hat one does not mean.” I don't.like 
ſuch jokes, for my part,” ſays Kitty, © and if I hear 


any more ſhall certainly tell, think what you will 
of me.” As Suſan had not a farthing of money in 


the world, ſhe was afraid of being out of place, fo 
| pretended to be ſorry for what ſhe ſaid in the morn- 
ing, and went on tolerably well for a month or two, 
but generally ſtaid in her own room of an evening, to 
read fooliſh books, or make fine caps, or ſtepped out 
to Lord Townly's, and ſometimes went to bed, 
rather than hear "Thomas read ſuch books as Mr. 
Brown ſupplied the ſcrvauts with. 


* ' 
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T was now the depth of winter, and the evenings 
were very long; Suſan, therefore, ſeveral times 
propoſed that they ſhould play at cards; but I homes 
and Kitty would never conſent, becaule it was . a 
great walte of time, and their maſter and miſtreſs had 
torbid card playing; however, Suſan was teſolved to 

have them. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Brown, 0 their children, went 
at, Chriſtmas to. ſee their friends, who lived a god 
way off, and propaſed to ſtay a fortnight, * So, ihe 
155 evening after ihey were gone, ſhe got ſome of 
d Towaly's under-ſervauts to come to ſce het; 
and they ſat down to whiſt, She then hrought out 
what proviſions the -pantry,.. afforded, ., and © aſked 
Thomas 7 be c uld not pick the lock of the cellar 
door, apd help them to a botile of wine; he was. 
quite ſhocked to be aſked to do ſuch a thing; on 
which Lord Townly's tervants laughed, and bo. ſled 
how the butler and cook cheated their lord to treat 
them and their viſitors. Thomas did not mind their 
laughing, and ſaid, ** honeſty was the beſt policy.“ 
When Lord . Towply's ſervants found there was 
nothing more to be got, they railed at Mr. Brown's. 
houſekeeping, and went away; and deſited that 
Suſau would come to them; where ſhe ſhould have 
better fare. She. accordingly went, and ſometimes 
actually returned home drunk, and then lay Jute as - 
bed in the morning. One night, if it had not been 
tur Kitty's carefulneſs, who always looked to ſce that 
every ſpark of fire and candle was out, the houſe 
would have been burnt down, by Suſan ſetting a can- 
dle cloſe to her bed, and falling aſleep before ſhe put 
it out. | | 5 p 
Mrs. Brown was a very frugal, notable lady, and . 
looked fo carefully into her family affairs, that a ſer- 
vant could not be waſteful. without being imme- 
diateiy Eiſcoveied 3 and, as Suſan 42 to ſtay far 
her own ends, ſhe had pretended to be very trugal 
and ſaving, while her miſtreſs continued at home; 
but now ſh2 was abſent, being under no reftr.int, ſhe 
made ſad waſte and deſtruction of bread, cheeſe, but- 
te, and meat; and got a poor woman Who lived in 
the village to come and do her wol k, for which ſhe 
paid her with victuals and drink. | 2 
| C5 | 12 
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© This ſhocked Kitty extremely, becauſe ſhe thought 
it was a fin; and the told her ſuch things were never 

done before in that family, and that her miſtiefs would 
be vety angry when ſhe found them out, which ſhe cer- 
 -tainly wouid ſoon do. Who cares,” replied Suſan, 
<4 what ſhe finds out ? there are more places than 
one, I Warrant: T am not prentice here; I have 
ſerved her betters, and may do it again any day of the 
* „Lou may have lived with grander folks, to 
ſure,” replied Kitty, “but a better woman, or a 
better miſtreſs, is not to be found; and if no 
body was worſe off than to be prentice to her, they 
would have no cauſe to complain of their lot.“ Suſan 
then declared ſhe could not bear the formal ways of 
the houſe, and was reſol: ed ſhe would not get up of a 
morning, whatever the reſt might do; and ſhe thought 
Kitty and Thomas were two fools, in complyi 
with all their maſter's and miſtreſs's whims, as wel 
as for ſubmitting to take orders from Miis Fanny: 
— Was not one miltreſs enough in a family ? ſhe 
thought ſo, and ſhould let her know as much. Kitty 
declared” her reſolution to continue to behave herſelf 
reſpectſully to the young lady, who ſhe ſaid was fo 
20d-natured, that thoſe who treated her rudely muſt 
— very bad hearts, | | | 
Thomas and 4} 4 were quite unhappy to hear 
ſuch things, and ſee ſuch doings ; and could not an- 
ſwer it to their conſcience to conceal it; they there- 
fore determined to inform their maſter and miſtreſs of 
them; and it was agreed that Thomas ſhould write 
a letter to Mr, Brown, which he did as follows: 


_ - Honoured Sir, 8 | 3 | 
I MAKE bold to trouble you with a few lines, 

| becauſe Kitty and I cannot bear to ſee a»goo0d maſter 

- and miſtreſs wrongeds There are ſad goings on, in- 

- Cecd, fir; Suſan makes away with.vituals and * 
Songs l an 


Sr? . * 
and we cannot help it; and Lord Townly's ſervants 
have turned her head to all manner of riot-and 
wickedneſs, and would have made us as bad as ſhe 
if we would have let them, But both Kitty and I 
will be true and faithful, and no one ſhall make us 
do the thing that is unjuſt, ſo you need not fear us 
but I don't know but that the houſe may be burnt 
down before you come home; ſo, good fir, pray den't 
ſtay much longer. Kitty and I can juſtify what, I 
now write to Suſan's face, or we would ſcorn to tell 
tales. 45 | ETOP 
The black ſow ' has pigged, and the dun cow 
calved ; Kitty and I take great care of them;, and 
as we know. madam would do fo, if ſhe was at home, 
Kitty ſends the ſkimmed milk, now we have ſo 
much, to goody Long, whoſe children are almoſt 
ſtarving, becauſe her huſband is ſick and can't work. 
We pray God to preferve you, fir, and our good 
miſtreſs, MiG. Fanny, and Maſter Charles, and will 
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a remain till death, | | 

c Pour true and faithful ſervants, 

4 | THOMAS SIMPKINS, 

| - CATHERINE SPARES, 

r HY | N = 

f „ie een, 

e THOMAS ker haſtened Mr, and Mrs, Brown's 

return, which being unexpected by Suſan, they : 

found her and Lord Townly's ſervants in the par- 
lour playing at cards, and Kiity and Thomas at their 
book and work in the kitchen, You may be ſure -- 

„ _ Cook and her viſitors were routed; but the © 

er latter wgge ſo impem inent they only laughed, for the 

» knew thgir lord and lady Souls rather ane 

c them in ſuch a thing, than turn them away; and 

id | C 6 : Suſan 
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Suſan was quite ſorry, inf. it was very hard a poor 


ſervant could not invite a friend to come to ſee her 


without having a piece of work; and as for being in 
the parlour, there was no ſtaying in the kitchen 


with ſuch crofs fellow-ſervants as ſhe had. Kitty 
and Thomas were now called, who told their ſtory. 
to Suſan's face: ſhe could not deny the charge, and 
was turned away, as ſhe deſerved io be, at an hour's 
warning; but, before ſhe left the houſe, Mrs. Brown, 
in the preſence of Thomas and Kitty, addreſſed her 
as follows: ; 3 25 f 

elt gives me great concern, Suſan, I aſſure you, to 
turn you away without a character; but juſtice to 


others, as well as myſelf, requires that I ſhould do ſo; - 


for the happineſs and ſafety of families de; end much 
on their having regular truſty ſervants. Had I not 
been deceived by the perſon you laſt lived with, 1 


fhould not have hired you; for, had 1 known your 


faults, I could never have ſlept a night in peace, 
while you were in the houſe; therefore, in con- 
ſcience, I cannot recommend you to another miſtreſs. 
% fear, when your wages are ſpent, you will ſuf- 
fer much diſtreſs; but you muſt conſider it as the 
juſt puniſhment of your Mi 

ter and miſtreſs, who, 1 can ſafely ſay, have en- 
deavoured to do their duty by you. I heartily hope 
you will become ſenſible of your faults, that God 
will forgive you, and that his providence will put you 
into ſome honeſt way of getting a livelihood.” Kind 
as this diſcourſe was, Suſan u as not affected with it, 


but pertly ſaid to Mrs. Brown, that ſhe hoped ſhe 


ſhould never want a character from her, and flung out 
of the houfe, Oy fa 

| When ſhe was gone, Mr. and Mrs. Brown com- 
mended- Thomas and Kitty very much for their 
fidelity, and ſaid, it ſhould not go unrewarded ; cn 
which Thomas generouſly replicd, that the pleaſure 
of doing his duty was a ſuſ:jent 1eward to him, wm 


n, in impoſing upon a maſ- 
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he ſhould not wiſh: for any other than the goad 
opinion of a maſter and miſtieſs, whom ne was bound 
in gratitude to honour and. ſerve to the day of his 
death; and Kitty alſo declared, that it would hurt 


her to receive any recompenlſe, as the world mightſay _ 


ſhe joined with Thomas, in informing. againſt Suſan, 
tor her own ends, which, ſhe was ſure, was nöt ite 
e pw re ety W 

Mrs. Brown wis exceſſively happy in hearing her 
ſervants expreſs ſuch ſentiments, and faid ſhe ſhould, 
however, conſider them among her ſincereſt friends, 
and value them accordingly. 1 7 

In the evening Thomas and Kitty fat down quite 
comfortably, and-the former propoſed to read a book, 
which had been given to him by Mr. Brown, ſoon 
alter he came to his place, entitled a preſent for ſer- 


wants, which he had made it a rule to read once a 
year, ever ſi ce he had it. Kitty hizMly approved of 


his doing ſo; for though ſhe pretty well remembered 
the contents of the book, ſhe thought good advice 
could not be too often repeated. I hey finiſhed this 
bouk in two evenings, and then read another called, 
Serious advice and warning to ſervants; both of which 


clearly point out the duties of ſervants, and ſhew what 


God requires of them.“ | | 

As Thomas and Kitty were now by themſelves, 
and knew not what kind of fellow · ſervant they might 
have next, they thought it beſt to take the oppor- 
tunity of reading ſume other good bcoks ; which, 
while Suſan was there, they couid not well read to- 


gether, 


When Suſan left Mr. Brown's houſe, ſhe went to | 
Lord 'l'ownly's, the {crrants having promiſed to take 
her in; here ſhe continued a ſew days; and then, 
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having quarselled with her companions, ſhe was de 
- fired to go about her buſineſs ; on which ſhe applied 
to the woman to whom the had given victuals for 
doing her work; who readily furniſhed her with a 
lodging till her money was gone, and then informed 
her ſhe muſt ſtay no longer. 
I he diſtreſs which Mrs. Brown foretold, now came 
upon Suſan, for ſhe had not-a friend in that part of 
the world to apply to, and ſhe reſolved to fell ſome of 
her fine clothes, in order to raiſe money enough to 
'carry her up to London. When ſhe arrived . 
ſhe aſked all her acquaintance to get her a place; but, 
without a charaCter, there was no chance of one. 
She entered her name at a regiſter office, but no one 


would hire her; at laſt ſhe was reduced to down- 


right beggary, and would have been glad of the 
hardeit cruſt ſhe had thiowa into the hog - tub at Mr. 
Brown's. | 2 | ae 


* 


Diek HOWE went on ſupplying Thomas's 
place, by reading to Mrs. Simpkins, and the two 
poor old folks, Goody Todd and Gaffer Jefferies, 
Till a couſin of his, who was a carpenter, ſent for him 
that he might teach him his trade, After he had 
left ſchool about half a year, he wrote Thomas the 
following letter; | s 


Dear Thomas, rs 

IT HAVE had it in my mind a good while to 
write a few lines to you; but could not well find 
time without neglecting my work, for I am but a 
now hand as yet, and therefore wiſh to work as 
many hours in a day as I can, that I may earn the 
bread I eat, | | 
r My 
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My couſin and his wife are very good to me; and 
we go to church twice eyery Sunday: but ſome of 
the men are very wicked indeed, and lead me a 


weary boy becauſe I will not go to the alehouſe; 


and all day long they ſwear, and talk in a very pro- 
fane manner, But, thank, God, Thomas, 1 now 
know better than to do fo; and hope I ſhall never 
forget-what you were fo kind as to teach me. 
If you ſee my uncle and aunt, pray give my duty - 
to them. God bleſs' you! I pray you to give my 
ſervice to your mother and Kitty, alſo to Goody . 
Todd and Gaffef Jefferis 
' 3 v4 IT am -- 1 a | 
Your loving friend, 


RICHARD HOWE. 


To this letter Thomas ſame time after returned 


the following-anſwer: this was about the time 


— 


— 


Suſan Clarke went away 


Ui 


— 


I WAS very glad to receive a letter from you; 
and ſhould have anfwered it before, but did not 
know how to ſend it; for I thought it was not ſo 
well for either you or I to. ſpend money in poſtage, 
which might be wanted for other uſes, Harry 
Jones is coming your way, and he has offered to take 
this for me. * 11 beets 

I am very happy in my place; and the more ſo, 
ſince 1 paſſed an evening in Lord Townly's kitchen. 
I ſhould not have gone, but my maſter gave me leave, 


© becaufe, he ſaid, he was ſure I would not let them 


ſpoil me. O Dick! you cannot think how I was 

ſhocked ! There are a great many ſervants, but no 

religion amongſt them; and every one ſeems to 
; think 


J 


think of nothin . 1 how. to be waſteful ang, ox 

travagant ? and T could find, by the ſootman's lk, 
that my Lord and Lady ther elves make game of 
every 3 FR is ſerious, ſpend their money with- 


time in diverſion, without caring for their own ſouls, 
much leſs for thoſe of their Ros ſervants: ang, 58 
for Sunday, fo far from keepin 

pla at cards on it, 
* To be ſure, ſervants cannot go 97 church, or: learn 
their duty in ſuch places; but 1 think eyery- one 
ſhould, before he hires himſelf, - inquire what ſort of 
goings on there are; and not, for the ſake of a few 


and run the hazard, of loſing his immortal ſoul, 
and of being ſhut out from the joys of heaven. 


foouman will not fave as much as I do; for I find 
they game and drink; and, when they are at Lon- 
don, go to . taverns, and other places, where they 
ſpend- a- power of g 
And witen they a ick, What are they to 40 
for-ſuch lords and ladies don't trouble their heads 
- about poor ſervants. One of the houſemaids, who 
had the rheumatiſm, was ſent. to the workhouſe the 
other day: and I heard the groom fay, that a coach- 
man, who broke his leg by the horſes flipping down 
on the ice in the froſty weather, owing to his young 
lord's making him drive faſt,” was ſent to an 
and no more care taken about him. : 
a * How different is the treatment I meet with! Sick 
or well, my maſter and miſtreſs are like parents to 
-me, and I love them as ſuch; nor would I wron 
them of a farthing for all the world, I will ſerve 
them as long as they live, if it pleaſes God, before 


Lord Townly's footed, when he ſaid it was pity 


out doing any good with it, and pals their whole 


it Bo they Hen | 


pounds a year wages, make his life uncomfortable, 


il - - Befides/? tis my thought that Lord Townly's fine 


the grandeſt lord and lady in the land: and ſo I told 


N ſuch a ſmart lad as 1 Mould, live with a country 
| | parſon. | 
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parſon. We had a cook, Suſan Clarke, who got 
am̃ongſt them, and turned the- houſe topſy-turvy:. 


but ſhe is gone away without a character; and I 
don't think ſhe can get a place in a hurry. I could 
tell you a deal more about Lord Townly's ſervants, 
but I have not time. | 


| Iam glad you are happy with your couſin; and | 
hope you will continue to be ſober, You are quite 


right in trying to earn what you. can; for it was 
very good of your couſin to take you, as he might 
have had another *prentice with money. Your 
uncle and aunt are well, and deſire their love to 


you. My mother and Kitty ſend. their ſervice z 


and ys. | | 
e WE 
| Your loving friend, 5008 | 4 

THOMAS SIMPKINS. 


ae OM AB, BÞT- 4 es 


FOR ſome time Kitty and Thomas continued 
* Without a companion, for Suſan had reported that 
Mrs. Brown ſtarved her ſervants, and kept two fa- 
vourites, with whom it was impoſlible for any per- 
ſon to live comfortably. Some cooks, who were 
coming away from their places, were fooliſh enough 
to believe this, and would not offer; ſo the work 
fell very hard upon Thomas and Kitty, but they | 
did not care how much they did fo that they could: 
live in peace; neither did they make themſelves. 
uneaſy about the report Suſan had raiſed. of them, 
becaule they knew they had done no more than 
their duty, and that time would bring the truth to 

HR" | o, 


light. 


— 
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BEE At laſt Betty Blowers was hired : ſhe was an honeſt 


truſty creature, but extremely ' paſſionate, and fre- 
- *quently broke things through her impatience, which 
was very-expenſive to-her, as it was a rule in Mr, 
Brown's family for the ſervants to pay for what they 
broke: Not that Mrs. Brown was ſo rigid as to in- 
ſiſt on it, when ſhe was convinced it was really an 
accident; but ſhe would take no excuſes about cats 
and dogs, and things coming to pieces in the hand; 
becauſe, ſhe ſaid, if they were ſet by carefully, they 
would not be in the way of cats and dogs; and it 
was impoſſible that china and glaſs ſhould of them- 
ifekves, without ſome kind of vis come: to pieces 
in the hand; and careleſſneſs was a' great fault, fer 


in its conſequences it was as bad to a miſtreſs as 


"robbery, becauſe it was taking money out of her 
pocket for things that would not have been wanted, 
perhaps even during her life, _ 
I dave often been furpriſed at ſeeing fervants, who 
really were otherwiſe good ones; quite thoughtleſs 
in this particular; and, . inſtead of-being concerned 
at the breaking of trockery-ware, regard it as a 
thing of courſe, though it was entirely owing to 
themſelves. How common is it to fee a pile of 
-earthen plates and diſhes with. the ſmall ones at the 
bottom, the large heavy ones at the top; glaſſes at 
the edge of a table, or dreſſer, where people are 
obliged to pafs; and other things placed in fo dan- 
gerous a manner, that the wonder is, when they are 
not broke; and yet, if they are cracked or thrown 
down, a ſervant is all aſtoniſhment, and cries out, 
„ who would have thought it? I am ſure I did not 
go to do it:“ and if a miſtreſs finds fault, will 
-anſwer pertly, that ſhe did not break it for the 
purpoſe.“ 1 ; | 

© Now all theſe things are very wrong, and neither 
Thomas or Kitty would have been guilty of them for 
the world; they fo accuſtomed themſelves to - as 


- 
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ly, for. ay 
money; an 
able to make little preſents to her ſervants, than to 
| have occaſion to be angry with them, or make them 
lay out their money. a '+ | | 
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they would be done by, that they took as much care 
as if it was for themſelves, I ſhould not gain belief 
from many ſervants, were I to tell how long the 


knife cloths, duſters, bruſhes, and every thing they 
, uſed in their work, laſted, for they would have been 
aſhamed to aſk for new ones, unleſs they could carry 
the old ones to their miſtreſs. fairly worn out; and 
though Kitty uſed a great many pans in her dairy, 


ſhe very ſeldom-had the misfortune to break one. 
Mrs, Brown took care to reward them according- 
certainly ſaved her a great deal of 
ſhe often ſaid it was much. more-agree- 


Betty Blowers wiſhed to be as lucky (for ſo ſhe 
called it), as the reſt, for-ſhe could not well afford 
the expenſe of buying ſo many things, and reſolved 
to follow the good example Which Kitty and 
Thomas ſet, for he was much aſhamed of herſelf, 
But ſtill ſhe continued very paſſionate, and would 
bounce and fly if the leaſt thing went wrong, Which 
was the deſtruction of many a plate and diſh; and 
ſhe was alſo apt to take every word ſpoken in joke, 
as an affront, which vexed Thomas and Kitty a 
good deal; however, as ſhe was perfectly ſober and 
honeſt, they det ermined to put up with her hu- 
mours, as nobody is without faults, and the ſcrip- 


tures teach us to bear with one another's infirmi- 


ties; beſides, they could not think of being the 
cauſe of turning her out of a good place if they 
could poſſibly help it. | N 

Mrs. Brown ſoon. diſcovered Betty's temper, and 
very mildly reproved her for it; Miſs Fanny often 
talked kindly to her; and Mr. Brown at laſt took 
her in hand. He told her that he was very ſorry to 


hear that a young woman, who ſeemed to be in molt 


things well diſpoſed, gave way to a W 
bi | | m 


. 
muſt be very tormenting to herſelf, and diftreſſing 
to thoſe ſhe lived with. He then, in a very affecting 
manner, ſet before her the example of our bleſſed 
Saviour; and ſhewed with what admirable meek- 
- neſs he bore the crueleſt inſults. He repeated to 
her the various texts of ſcripture which recom- 
mended this virtue, and aſſured her, that a woman 
without meekneſs is a monſter, for to be of @ meth 
and quiet ſpirit is properly a part of the female 
character, and it is not poſſible for one who is con- 
tinually ws way to anger, to be happy even in 
this world. He added that, in a ſervant, a paſ- 
ſionate temper is a dreadful thing, as it makes great 
confuſion in families; nay, he ſaid, there was no 
knowing what miſchief might be the conſequence 
of giving on to it; but,“ ſaid he, © Betty,” as ex- 
-ample may ſtrike your mind more; than precept, I 
will relate to you an incident which fell within my 
own knowledge,” © „ f 
«A friend of mine had a cook who was, like you, 
a very good ſervant, and exactly of your temper. 
It happened one day, that the footman had been 
warming ſome beer for à poor old man who fre- 
quently came to dinner there, and, being in a joking 
humour, he blacked. her face with the copper pot, 
as he paſſed her; on this ſhe fell into a furious rage, 
and ſnatching up a knife flung it at him with all her 
force. The footman (luckily for him) eſcaped, but 
the poor old man who was not ſo active, ſtanding in 
the way, the fatal inſtrument ſtuck into his leg, 
and divided a large blood veſſel called an artery, 
which occaſioned his death two days afterwards. 
No ſooner had the foolifh girl flung the knife, than 
ſhe repented of her raſhneſs: think then, Betty, what 
muſt be her feelings when the ſaw the blood ſtream- 
ing from the leg of the poor inoffenſive helpleſs old 
man — conceive. to yourſelf what muſt be the 
agonies of her minds when ſhe heard his dying 


groans 
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groans! when ſhe beheld the grief of his afflicted 
wife with whom he had lived happily many years, 
and 1 have lived ſeveral more, had not this 


cruel ſtroke divided them. Almoſt frantic with 
grief and remorſe, and ready to break her heart, ſhe - 
wept over the corps; but her tears could not re- 
ſtore the dead to life: her ſorrow could not recom- 
penſe the diſconſolate widow. No ſooner was it 
known that her hand had occaſioned the death of 
a man, than ſhe was ſeized and confined as a mur- 
derer, and took her trial as ſuch; but, as it was 
clearly proved that ſhe bore no malice againſt . the 
deceaſed; ſhe was brought in guilty of manſſaugiiter 
only; but never enjoyed any happineſs afterwards. 
« Now,” ſaid Mr. Brown, who can tell, Betty, but 
that ſuch an aceident as this may happen through your 


indiſcretion? Let me beg of you therefore ta be 
more on your guard; and when you find anger 


riſing in your mind, check it in the beginning; 
and conſider whether it is worth your while to 
ruffle your own temper, and diſturb the peace of 
your fellow- ſervants about trifles; and, above all, 
pray to God to give you grace to govern your 
temper, for your own reaſon | fear is too weak to do 
it,” Betty ſhuddered with horror as her good maſter 
related this dteadful ſtory; and when he had ended his 
diſcourſe, thanked him for his good advice, and pro- 
miſed to follow it; ſhe then returned into the 


kitchen, where ſhe found her fellow-fervants, who 


inſtead of calling out, as many would have done, 
© How do you like your lecture?“ and ſuch ſort 
of taunting expreſſions, ſpoke Kindly to her, which 
encouraged her to relieve her mind, by telling them 
how ſorry ſhe was for her paſt conduct, and how de- 
ſirous to amend it; “but, ſajd ſhe, I am afraid it 
will. be a long while before I can break myſelf of 
a habit, which has taken root in my nature, for it 
was my misfortune to be encouraged to be 8 
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2 „ 
from my very childhood, as both my father and mo- 
ther prided themſelues in being hit, ſaying, that paſ- 
ſionate people were the he tempers, and that there 
was. no going through the world without a god 
ſpirit ; but I muſt own,” added Betty, “ that my ſpirit 
has been a very tormenting one to me; and till I 
came here, I had always the ill- luck to live among 
In _ tried to make me worſe, by 

aughing at me, and doing every thing which. 
— teaze and . —. Ke, 
plied, that ſbe would never do any thing of that 
kind, for ſhe pitied Betty with all her heart, but 
wondered how people could be ſo abſurd as to value. 
themſelves upon being paſſionate. Thomas an- 
ſwered that he ſuppoſed they meant to dra com- 
pariſons between themſelves, and thoſe of a ſullen 
ob/tinute diſpoſition, who bear mulict and hatred in 
their heart from day to day; if ſo, it muſt be owned, 
ſaid he, they are in the right, but no one can 
ſeriouſly think that a 2 temper ĩs better than 
a mee one; and, as for a god ſpirit, I think, added 
he, they are the happieſt who have one that they 
Betty ſaid, ſhe was certain they were, 
and would try to govern her's; and wiſhed ſhe could 


read, that ſhe might-look for the texts that her good I 
maſter had repeated to her. Thomas ſaid, if they I ©" 
related to meekneſs, he had got them written down in ill 
a book which he kept by him, on purpoſe to put did 
him in mind of his duty. This treaſure of divine lect 
inſtruction Thomas immediately fetched, and read ſuit 
the following extracts from the holy ſeriptures: _— 
Pf. xxv. 9. The meek will he guide in judgment and det 
the meek will he teach his 10ay. Pf. xxxvii. 11. Wet 
The meek ſhall inherit the earth: and ſhall delight It v 
themſelves in the abundance of peace. © Pf, cxlvii. 6. 80⁰ 
The Lord -lifteth up the meek: he caſteth the wicked able 
down to the ground. Pſ. cxlix. 4. For the Lord taketh 8 


pleaſure in bis people: he will beautify the meet with 
N. ſalvation, 
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ſaluation. Prov, iii. 34. Surely he fcorneth the ſeorners: | 


but he giveth grace unto the lowly. Iſa. Ivii. 18. 


For thus ſaith the high. and lofty One that inhabiteth - 


. 
. 


eternity, whoſe name is Holy, I dwell in the high and. 


holy place; with him alſa that is of a contrite and 


humbte ſpirit, ta revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to 


revive the heart of the contrits ones. Iſa. Ixvi. 2. 


For all thoſe things hath mine hand made, and all theſe 


things have been, ſaith the Lord: but to this man will . 
I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite ſpirits 


and trembleth at my word. Matt, v. 5. Bleſſed are 
the meek; for they ſhall inherit the earth. Matt. xi. 29. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye. ſhall find. reſt unto your 
fouls, Eph. iv. 2. With all neſs and meekneſs, 


with long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in love. 


Col. iii. 12, 13. Put on therefore (as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved) bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humblenefs 
of mind, meekneſs, long- ſuffering ; forhearing one ano- 
ther, and forgiving one another, i any man have. a 
quarrel againſt any? even as Chrift forgave you, ſo alſo 
d ye. itus iii. 2» To ſpeak evil of na man, to 
be no brawlers, but gentle, ſbetuing all meekneſs unto 
all men. | 8 "POV: 

Betty thanked Thomas, and ſaid, ſhe ſhould be 
obliged to him if he would read them every night, 
till ſhe had got them by heart, which he, readily 
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did; he alſo taught her to repeat ſome. of the col- 


lects out of the book of common prayer, which 
ſuited her caſe 3 and likewiſe began teaching her to 


read: and it was wonderful. to ſee the happy change 
there was in her; after ſhe could read the teſta- 


= 
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ment, and other good books; ſhe now found that 


it was the duty of every Chriſtian to be meek and 


good-natured, and by degrees became a very agree- 
able fellow-ſervant, and was extremely grateful to 
Kitty and Thomas for their kindneſs to her, which 
ſhe had an opportunity of ſhewing by nurſing 


Thomas 


. 
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. . 
Thomas with great tenderneſs when he had a bad 
fever, and by doing Kitty's work while ſhe went 
into the country to ſee her mother ; ſo they were 
rewarded' by advantages which they would not have 
had if they had taken delight in een ber up till 
ſhe hated them. 

Many a. temper, naturally good, is ſpoiled by | 

\_ - teaſing my who, for the ſake of fun, ſay 

h 
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things which they do not think, only to put others 
in a paſſion, that the may appear ridiculous ;- and 
bad tempers are made a great deal worſe by this 
means ; whereas, it is the duty of every Chriſtian, 
= let their ſtation in life be what it will, to*try to 

N make thoſe they live amongſt better, not to increaſe 


their faults, and to avoi 22 any thing that c 
gives pain, unleſs it is nece * for the n 
others. 


| ] 
When Betty bad lived with Mr. Brown about ] 
two years, her mother died ; and, as her father had 
ung children, ſhe was obliged to go to keep his 
ouſe. She was ſorry to leave a family where ſhe } 
had been ſo kindly treated, but her miſtreſs promiſed 
to be always a friend to ber, and afterwards did her 
many good offices. A young woman, named Ra- | 
chel Smithers, was hired in the room of Betty, who RI 
proved an excellent fervant, and a moſt ag'ceable MW - : 
companion to Kitty and Thomas ; for ſhe had ſeen | 
a deal of the world, and preferred living in ſuch a 
fam'ly as Mr. Brown s, from a love of regularity | 
and a deſire of being in a ſervice where ſhe could 
have leiſure and opportunity to ſerve God. | 
- As Rachel had lived in London, her fellow-ſer- | 
vants were very curious to know what ſort of ſer- | 
vices were to be found in that great town, for they 
had heard different reports; ſome praiGng it as the 
= place to get forward in, others d-ſcribing it as 
| 


for wy ſober orderly ſervant to 80 "OE ES 
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« Why,” ſays Rachel, “ there is a great deal to 
be ſaid on both ſides ; as the wages in London are 
22 higher, there are certainly greater Ne 
of, getting money than in places in the countr 
but 


have had enough « of it, and will never go thither . 


again if I can help it.” 
I will tell you my hiſto if ou have a mind ta 
hear it:“ By all means,” Gig itty and Thomas, 
Rachel therefore began, as 150 will read in the fol- 
lowing: chapter. 


Re 
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CHAP. XVII. 


60 1 Loſt my father” ſaid Rachel Smithers, cc when 


I was a ? litale child, but my mother was very 
har dy with ber needle, and made ſhift to maintain 
herſelf and me. She had the good luck to get me 
into a charity- ſchool, where [ learnt to read my 
Bible; and my mother took great pains to make me 
ſerue God, and de unto all men as 1 * they l de | 
unto me. 

When I grew a great girl, as he could not 
get needle- work enough to employ herſelf and me 


too, ſhe thought it. beſt that I ſhould go to ſervice; 


and I was hired by a farmer's wife, who lived very 
near to my mother, where the could watch over me 


with her own eye. 


„ Before I went out, my add mother told me to 
conſider what I engaged myſelf to do, and never to 
forget that it was my duty to ſubmit myſelf to all my | 
betters, and to be true and juſt in all my dealings; ſſie 
therefore hoped I would not be pert to my maſter 
and miſtreſs; that I would be ſtrictly honeſt,” and 
not waſte any thing I had the care of ; and that 
whatever faults I might, through heedlefſneſs, be 
guilty of, I would always ſpeak the truth, and. not 


ſtrive tc hide them by telling lies. She likewife 
| Db deiſirci 
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 defired. me to be meek and gentle in my temper, 


and ſtudy. to live in peace and quietneſs with my 


fellow-ſervants as far as I could, without joining in 


ny bad practices; to help them whenever they 
ood in need of aſſiſtance, and be kind to them in 
8 She begged me to be very diligent in my 
zuſineſs, and to earn the wages which I was to re- 
ceive : ſhe alſo deſired me to be extremely modeſt in 
my behaviour, and ndt to romp and hoyden with 
the men; and neither to liſten to, or join in, pro- 
fane or indecent converſation. She enjoined me 
to keep at home, and not, like many giddy girls, 
take a delight in gadding about; ar ſhe alſo de- 
ſired me to keep from telling any-thing out of the 
family. She ſaid it was not poflible for a ' maſter 
and miſtreſs to keep their affairs entirely from the 
knowledge of their ſervants, but it was very trea- 
cherous for a ſervant to reveal what thoſe they 
lived with wiſhed to keep private; and a word or 
two ſpoken without thought might chance to do 
great injury. Above ail, my dear mother en- 


treated me to love and ſerve God; to ſay my 


- 


2 conſtantly, and to go to church every Sun- 
day if I could. 8 ode 7 
7 To the farmer's then I went, where I bad 
plenty of work, and plenty of ſcolding ; for, not- 
withſtanding all 1 had ſaid, I was care- 
leſs, and my miſtreſs neat; and ſhe was reſolved to 
make me do things well. She was quite fight, to 
be ſure, but I did not then think ſo; and could 
not help complaining to my mother, who inſiſted 
on my ſtaying in my place, which I did, as long as 


ſhe lived; but, loſing her when I was about nine- 
teen, I reſolved to go up to London. With the 


addition of her clothes I had a very good ſtock, and 


ſhe had alſo ſaved about five pounds; ſo that 1 


thought I had plenty of money to laſt me till I 
could get into a ſervice, where I ſhould ſoon _— 
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rich. 1 therefore wrote a few lines to 2 you | 
woman, whom L knew, that lived in London, an 
ſhe procured me a lodging; to which, in ſpite of the 
perſuaſſons of all my«Friends, I went. It was in a little 
dark court, up two palr of ſtairs, and yet I was to 
y two ſhillings' a week for it. I thought that 
Jenny Hudſon had uſed me ill in providing ſuch 2 
place for me, but learnt that houſe-rent was ſo dear, 
a better lodging could not be had for the money. I 
who had been uſed to the freſh country air, and neat 
white walls, found a great difference in being ſtived 
up in ſuch a naſty hole, where the. wainſcot and 
ceiling were all black with ſmoke, and where I was 
almoſt devoured with bugs; but it could not be 
helped. Jenny tried to get me a place, but all in 
vain: every-thing was very dear; and my money 
melted away by degfees, till I had none left; and 
what to do I did not know: ſo Jenny lent me a few 
ſhillings, and I paid one at a regiſter- office, to a 
perſon who undertakes to help ſervants to places, 
and maſters and miſtreſſes to ſervants. Here I at- 
*tended every day for a fortnight; for though I ſaw 
plenty of people, there was always ſomething or 
another againſt my being hired; but the chief 
objedion was, that I could have only a written 
character. | 2 
„O Kitty, you cannot think what I ſuffered dur- 
ing that fortnight ; often did I wiſh myſelf back 
again with the farmer's wife, for, having no money, 
1 was obliged to pawn my clothes.” IN 
oF 2 your clothes !” ſays Kitty, ©* what is 
that?“ | ; | 3 
„Why,“ replied Rachel, “you take a gown, or 
any thing you pleaſe, and carry it to a man, called 
a pawnbroker, who lends you about a quarter as 
much. money as the thing 1s worth, and keeps it in 
his hands till you can return the money; for the 
ule of which you pay =_ intereſt ; and if you fail 
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to do ſo, and neglect to carry back the mon 
firſt borrowed, at a certain time, you loſe the 
thing you pawned, and never have it again.” 
„ Bleſs me!” ſaid Thomas, it is a dreadful 


thing indeed to be obliged to pawn one's clothes l“ 


It is ſo ” ſaid Rachel, yet | have heard ſay, 


that pawnbrokers ſhops are in ſome reſpects very 
uſeful to poor people, but I hope 1 ſhall never be 


driven to one again, for you c:nnot think how 
aſhamed I felt when I went in; becauſe there are 


a great many bold wicked girls who frequent thoſe _ 


ſhops, and I was afraid of being taken for one of 
them; and beſides, I knew it was my own fault, 

that I was reduced to ſuch beggarly ſhifts, ; 

At laſt | hiied my ſelſ to be a maid of all work, 
to a perſon who let Jodgirgs; and went to my place 
the next evening, hoping . to mend my condition, 
but alas ! I was miſtaken. Every part of the houſe 
excepting a back parlour, (as they called it), two 


garrets, and a naſty dark back kitchen, were let to 


different people, and I had to clean every room, 


and wait on all the lodgers. My miſtreſs was not 
over neat to be ſure, but yet I had a deal of work 


in running up ftairs and going of errands ;—one 
called me one way, and one another, fo that at 
night my poor legs ached till! was ready to die; 
and [ was forced to go with holes in my ſtockings, 
and ragged | pg becauſe I had not a minute's 
time to mend my clothes; and as to church, I never 
entered one. Yet here was JI obliged to ſtay till 
I could get a better place: at laſt Mrs. Randall, a 
lady who lodged in our firſt floor, had ſome money 
left her; and being now able to keep a ſervant, and 
have a little houſe, ſhe agrecd to take me: fo J gave 
my miſtreſs warning, and ſoon after lived in a more 
airy part of the town with Mrs, Randall, who was 
very kind t mr, and I lived comfortably above a 
year; but th u co my forrow the died. as 
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„ had in this place ſeven pounds a year; and 
yet I aſſure you I could not ſave ſo much as at the 
farmer's out of four pounds; it coſt me ſuch a deal 
for drefling ſmart, and drinking tea; and when L 
was out of place, that little foon grew leſs ; how- 
ever, before it was quite gone, I hired myſelf as 
cook in a family, where they kept two maids and 
a footman. In this houſe there was a perpetual 
racketting ; card playing without end, and turning 
night into day ;, never could we fervants get to bed 
till one, two, or three in the morning, ſo we were 
forced to lie the later. But though my maſler and 


miſtreſs lived ſo genteelly, they were not rich; he 


had a place in the treaſury, where all the money 
that is paid to the king for taxes is kept, which 
brought him in three hundred pounds a year; but 
that was not enough for ſuch rory tory doings. fo 

they tried to win money at cards: ſometimes they 
| had good luck, and ſometimes bad; if the former, 
it was all very well; but if the latter, which was 
often the caſe, we were ſure to have fine pinchin 
and ſqueezing in the kitchen, for new clothes and 
wax candles muſt be had let who would go with - 
out a dinner; and I do affure you, that often and 
often we ſervants did not know what it was to have 
a good meal in a week; ſo that ſcarcely any but me 
would ſtay above a month; but I was ſo afraid of 
being out of place, that I made ſhift ta rub-on' a _ 
year and a half; and by that time my maſter, what 
with his loſſes at cards and other extravagancies, 
was obliged to quit houſekeeping, and I Was again 
on my own hands, 0 | 

© I had now a great mind to go back into the 
country, but was 3 becauſe I had made ſuch 


boaſts of what great things I ſhould do when I got 
to London ; ſo I tried for another place, and got 
to be laundry-maid in a merchant's family, where 
ſeven ſervants were kept; four maids, a coachman 
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and footman, and a boy to run of errands, My 
maſter and miſtreſs were very good-natured people; 
J could have been glad to have ſerved them till 


new; but they had one fault, which was leaving 
their ſervants too much to themſelyes, for they 
were rich, and did not value money; and it was 


their luck to have fuch, while I was there, as no 


honeſt gir] could live with any comfort among. 
Their whole ſtudy all day was to impoſe upon their 
maſter and miſtreſs, and indulge their own idleneſs; 
and a thouſand out-of-the-way tricks they played; 


as for the poor errand boy, he led a weary life, for 


every one thought they had a right to order him 


about; ſo they made him do half their work, and 
uſed him as if he was a dog; many a time has he 
cried and took on to me, and would have run away: 
without knowing where to go, for he had not a 


Fend in the world, but that I perſuaded him to try 
a a little longer, in hopes that my maſter and miſtreſs 


would ſee how he was treated, and now and then I. 


comforted him with a diſh of tea. I had a great 
mind to tell of my fellow-ſervants; but they talked 
ſo much before me againſt informers (as they called 

le who would not conceal all they ſaw and 


| prop 
+ heard) that, like a fool ſh girl as I was, I was 


afraid to do my duty, though my conſcience told 
me I was in the wrong, and made me quite uf- 
happy. For a long time I was at a loſs to think 


what could become of all the things that went out- 


of the houſe—bread, butter, cheeſe, &c. as I did 
not ſee them given away; but by chance I diſ- 


covered it; as | will tell you to-morrow night, for 


the bell will ring for prayers in a minute.“ 


CHAP. 
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1 tory as follows: I had uſually bought my tea 
and ſugar at a ſhop where Mrs, Randall dealt, for 
the grocer had always ſerved me well; and, though 


75 HE next evening Rachel continued her hiſ- 


— 


my cuſtom was not of much value, I did not like 


to change; but it happened one day that I was 
quite out of tea, and the boy was not in the way; 
ſo, as | had not time to go to the grocer's, I ſtept 
to a chandler's ſhop, where I had heard my fellow- 
NN tay they always dealt. The woman who 

ept it was very curious to know where I came 


rom, and, fiſhed out that I Hved laundry-maid at 


Mr. Lloyd's; on this ſhe wbuld take no money 
of me, but ſaid, © If I would bring her what ſoap, 
ſtarch, and blue, I could crib every week, ſhe wou 

keep me in tea and ſugar, and I ſhould be wel- 


come to ſtay at, her houſe whenever 1 was out of 


lace.” -. Ae : | | | 
. © This propoſal made my very blood run cold; 
and I anſwered: with horror, that I was not one 


of that ſort of people who cheat their maſters and 


miſtreſſes; and away I went, without my tea and 


| ſugar, reſolving never to enter the ſhop again. 1 


could now account for .the great quantities of pro- 


| viſions which I was ſure muſt go out of the houſe, 


though the ſervants were ſo ſhy of me, that they 


would not let me into their ſecrets, becauſe, whens- - 


ever they Nb any thing bad, I would not agreg 

to it ; and at Jaſt they all joined in a ſcheme to do 
my buſineſs, as they called it; ſo one invented one 
tale of me, and one another, till my miſtreſs be- 
gan to think I was a *deceiful rl, though ſhe 
could not ſay but that I got the linen up very 
nicely. It made me quite unhappy to lie under 
Mts | ſuch 
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ſueh ſuſpicions z and at laſt I reſolved to tell what | 


I knew; which I accordingly: did; but the other 
ſervants denied it; and as my milireſs, from their 
tales, had a bad opinion of me, ſhe did not know 
wbo to believe, therefore reſolved to turn us all 
away ; and a dreadful life I led for a whole month, 


"as you may well ſuppoſe. So you ſer the bad con- 


| ſequences of keeping ſilence when one is witneſs 
to other people's diſhoneſty. For my part, I made 
A reſolution, which I will keep to as long as I live, 
never to conceal ſuch things for the future. Why 
ſhould one ſtand in awe of what wicked folks ma 
ſay, while there is a God above, who will prot 


thoſe who ſpeak the truth and act juſtly? Had I 
done at firſt as my conſcience told me I ought to 


do, I ſhould have ſaved myſelf many an uneaſy hour, 
and ſhould not have been ranked with a ſet of 
creatures whoſe ways my ſoul abhorred, © - | 
. ++. Before I left the place I begged my miſtreſs 
to hear all I had to ſay, and told her every thing 
that I ſhould before have told her, and alſo en- 
treated that . ſhe. would pot turn away poor Jack, 
the errand-boy, as he would ſtarve, and ſhe might 
t many a boy before ſhe would get a better, 
115 miſtreſs ſeemed inclined to $ es me, but 
blamed me very much for keeping to my ſelf n 
1 had done, as well ſhe might; however pr 
miſed to give me the beſt character ſhe- could, "ana 
told me ſhe would take care of Jack, one way or 
another. 
I had not been a weel out of lick We I 
Heard that Mrs. Elderton wanted a nurſery-maid, 
Though I dreſſed 2 more than I do now, I was 
afraid I was .hardly ſmart nts and for this place, 
as the family lived very genteelly; but was told 
that Mrs. Elderton did not like fine nurſery-maids, 
many of whom are to be ſeen in London with ſtiff 
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lead a child about properly, and fine muſlin aprons 
and handkerchiefs, which I fear the poor little dears 


t many a flap for rumpling. 1 waited on Mrs. 
derton, and was hired; upon condition that I 
would in every particular do as I was directed, 
and not ſet up my judgment againſt my maſter 


and miſtreſs's, even when T was out of their ſight. . 
This F readily promiſed; for I thought to mylelf, 


that parents have a right to lay down ru'cs for the 


management of their children; that ſuch people as 


Mr. and Mrs. Elderton, who ſtudy for the bgit 
methods, muſt know better than ſuch a poor igno- 
rant girl as ] could pretend to do; that it was my 
duty to obey them; and that it would be leſs care 
to me to follow directions, than to have to think y- 
ſelf what was beſt to be done.“ "6 $0 < 
«6 Did this lady take you without a character!“ 

ſaid Kitty. No,” replied Rachel, Mrs. Lloyd 
told her the whole ſtory about her parting with all 


her ſervants; and on my affuring Mrs. Elderton that 


I had no acquaintance with the others ſhe ventured 
to take me, but not without expreſſing ſome ſuſpi- 


cion of my having been concerned in their ſchemes; + 


which mortified me not a little, but IT reſolved to 
bear the mortification with patience, as I certainly 
brought it upon myſelf, and I truſted that 1 ſhould 
in time, by good behaviour, remove them.” | 
I hope,” ſaid Thomas, © that you met with 

fellow-ſervants in that place? 
1 cannot ſay much for their goodneſs,” an- 
ſwered Rachel; “they impoſed upon their maſter 
and miſtreſs ſadly, and played much ſuch tricks as 
Mr. Lloyd's ſervants; but I determined not to 
connive at them, therefore told my miſtreſs of their 
doings, who by watching them ſoon found them 
out, and turned them away ; after which they had 
the luck to have very good ones, and we were all 
happy together for ſome time: the cook flaid as 
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long as I did; but ſome ſervants were married away, 
and others went to live with their friends, or were 
ill ; ſo that we had many changes, and of courſe 
ſome diſagreeable people. I ſhall never forget one 
thing that happened, I am ſure, for I was frightened 


almoſt out of my wits;” At this inſtant Mr. Brown 


rang the bell, which put an end to Rachel's, ſtory 
for the preſent ; the next evening ſhe renewed 


her tale, as you will read in the following chapter. 


CHAP, XIX. 


„WI hid a houſe-maid,” continued Rachel, 
„ho was a fine drefly laſs ; and, baving a 
pretty face, ſhe had taken it into her head that ſhe 


ſhould make her fortune by it; ſo ſhe was for ever 


eontriving how to ſhew herſelf; and never made a 
bed or ſwept a room, but ſhe kept running back- 
wards and forwards to the windows, which looked 
into the ſtreet ; and of an evening uſed to ſtand at 
the ſtreet-door, and talk to any man who would ſtop 
and ſpeak to her. Cook, as ſhe afterwards told me, 
uſed to ſay to her a great deal about it, but to no 
purpoſe; at laſt it happened that my maſtes and 
miſtreſs went from home, and the men- ſervants went 


with them. I kept up in the nurſery with the 
children, and did not go down ſtairs the whole 


evening. Cook, having nothing to do, told Jenny 
ſhe was fleepy, and would go to bed, and Jenny 
promiſed to follow her directly; ꝓut inſtead of 
doing ſo, ſhe let in a young man, who called him- 
felf & gentleman, and had for ſome time pretended 
to be her ſweetheart: as ſoon as he had gained ad- 
mittance, and found that there was nobody elſe 


in the way, he ſeized upon Jenny, crammed a hand- 


kerchief into her mouth, and tied her legs and 
bands; he then opened the ſtreet door, and let in 


another 
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another villain. Having ſome things ta mend, 
which were going into the waſh for dhe children, 
I; fat up later than uſual, which, Jenny I ſuppoſe 
did not ſuſpect, and I thought I heard the fore door 
open, and a. ſtruggling in the paſſage; on this 1 
threw up the window, and Bok 55 for me, ſaw 
two, watchmen, juſt under it, to whom I mentioned 
my ſuſpic ions: three men who were paſſing same 
up at the inſtant, and with the watchman entered 
the houſe, (for the thieves had not faſtened the door.) 
When they came in they found Jenny as I deſcribed; 
one villain packing up the plate, and the other ſtand- 
ing by poor Cook's bedſide, with a knife in his 
hand, ſwearing he would cut her throat if ſhe made 
the leaſt noiſe. They were both. ſecured, and after- 
wards hanged. 80 you ſee the danger giddy girls 
_ expoſe, a family to by:ſtaring out. at, windows and 
fanding at. ſtreet-dgors.?. b 
Well,“ ſaid Kitty, „you put me in mind of a 

thing that { remember ;' I know a, houſe that was 
robbed' by a girl's) Fanding at a back-door. She 
was ſervant to Squire Villars's ſteward; a, poor 
giddy girl that thought of nothing but ſweethearts, 
and. was continually out at this back-door, chatter- 
ing to one or another. All the idle young fellows 
in the village pretended to court her, and ſhe gave 
her company to them in turn. Her maſter's cellar 
ſuffered for this, as her ſweethearts always deſired 
a draught of beer, which ſhe could not refuſe, - 
though ſhe knew it was wrong. At laſt a gang of 
gipſies took up. their abode in a barn hard by; and 
one night, when the girl's maſter and miſtreſs were 
gone from home, and nobody, was in the houſe but, 
| herſelf, one of them came to the back-door, and 
offered to tell her fortune; and having told her a 
number of fine things that were (as he ſaid)" to 
happen. to her, begged ſome meat and beer: ſhe 
went to fetch it ; in the meah time a man belong- 
D 6 ee 


* - 
- — = 


1 x 
ing to the gang ſlipped in and hid himſelf in the 
houſe. Not ſuſpecting ſuch a thing, the girl went 
to reſt at her uſual time: but what was ber ſur- 
priſe in the morning, to ſind the houſe ſtripped: and 
all her on clothes gone ! She ran about the vil- 
lage like ene diſtracted, and went to the barn to ſee 
if the fortune-tellers could point out the thief; 
when, to her grief, ſhe found they had decamped 
in the night, and it was the general opinion that 
they had committed the robber). 
Well,“ ſaid Thomas, I think it is very fooliſh 
in girls to ſtand out either at ſtreet or back-doors. 
What man worth baving will go to ſuch places 
to look for a wife? I am ſure 1 ſhould - be for 
one that kept the houſe 3 if ſervant maids wiſh 
to be married, they ſhould be diſcreet, and get a 
good name for being truſty ſervants, and then they 
will be ſought for. But pray, what became of fins 
Mts. henny 257 719-127? 41954 5, an 
Why,“ replied Rachel, ſhe loſt her place and 
her character too, as jou may ſuppoſe, and then 
took to walkigg the' ſtreets of nights, as many 
r wicked creatures' do I am ſure my heart 
bas ached many and many a time to ſee young 
women, who might have been happy in ſervice, if 
they had not given their minds to vanity, ſuffering 
ſuch diſtreſs and ill- treatment, as you, who live in 
the country, have no notion of. If you are out of 
an evening in London, you may ſee hundreds of 
them, ſome dteſſed like ladies, with painted cheeks, 
pretending to be gay and happy, while their poor 
hearts are, perhaps, ready to break, on account of 
the lives they lead, and the inſults they are forced: 
to bear. I have heard my maſter, Mr. Elderton, 
ay, that they are frequently beat and abuſed worſe 
than dogs, and ſometimes taken up by the watch- 
men, and put into Bridewell, where they beat 
hemp; and ſometimes they are ſent to other 8 
9 5 ons 


ſons for debt, where they live upon bread and water. 

Many learn to drink drams, in order / to drown care, 
and kill themſelves that way. They uſually live in 
dirt and 'wretchedneſs, up little courts and allies; 
thoſe who have any ſhame hide themſelves all day; 
and many ſit ſhivering with cold and hunger, wiſhing 

for a bit of bread, which they would be glad to 
earn in the moſt laborious manner, but cannot get 
employment for: want of characters; whilſt the 
more wicked and abandoned run about'in bedgowns, 
without caps, talking in ſuch a way as puts mo- 


deſt people out of countenance. The fight of 


ſuch wretehes ought to be a warning to all young 
girls who are in low tations, not to be fond of 
Aaeryfter of giving their company to idle men, 
who flatter only tô delude them.“ The clock 
now ſtruek eight, and Thomas went to lay his 
choc af v7 Tie ws „e e 
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WHEN Thomas was gone, Dear me,” ſaid 
Kitty, how ſhocking it is to hear of ſuch 
things as you have been telling of, Rachel ! I can- 
not get them out of my head. I am ſure, if I was 
to live in London, I ſhould be afraid to ftir out of 
doors, and ſhould think every man who wanted to 
be my ſweetheart was a houſe-breaker.” PL 
„O!“ replied Rachel, “ houſe-breakers are not 
the only people to be afraid of; there is equal dan- 
ger of girls being deluded by men- ſervants, and 
even by gentlemen; they ſhould therefore be on 
their guard, and reſolve not to liſten to the nonſenſe 
which ſuch deceitful perſons talk to them, and 
ſhould be contented with ſuch plain, decent ap- 
parel as ſuits their condition, and not with for 
fine things; but it is the hope of being married ſo _ 
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as to be made ladies of them, that leads git into 
the folly of loving ſine eloaths, and makes them 

nd what they way 6 to endeavour. to: lay by, 
or my part E have ſeen many girls. dreſs. out with 
this view, and never knew but one ſucceed, her 


name was Polly Firmin, the. was a very handſome 


girl, and lived in a family-where there was a young 
gentleman, one of her maſter's ſons, who by het 
arts ſhe contrived to make, deſperately in love with 
her, and he took her to Scotland and married. her 
unknown to his parents. But what was the con- 
ſequence ? She was not happy; far ſhe was obliged 
for ſometime to live in a zetited lodging in the 
country, and as her huſhand had nothing but what 
he depended on his father for, he could not keep 
her in that grand way ſhe expected; and when his 
friends. diſcovered his imprudence they were exceed- 
ingly angry, and his father never ee him to 
his dying day, but cut him off with a ſmall portion 
in his will; the reſt of the family looked coolly 


upon him, and would never own. his wife fora a 


relation, and ſhe was not a fit companion for a gen- 
tleman of his learning; ſo at laſt he grew tired of her, 
and they lived a wretched life together, and ſhe found 
to her ſorrow that ſhe. had much better have. been 
married to an honeſt working man, to whom ſhe 
would have made a good wife, as ſhe was very 
notable,” 33 EY 448 bi „ann 

I have often thought,” ſaid Kitty, “ that it is 
beſt for young women to marry to thoſe of their own 
degree; for my part I ſhould feel very awkward if I 
was obliged to dreſs like a lady, and fit down in a 
grand room to receive fine folks, and all that.“ 


Lou would indeed Kitty,” replied Rachel, 


« for I, who have ſeen the world, know, that grand 
people make great game of thoſe who try to ape 
them, and well they may, for it is very fooliſh to 
be ſure, and many a girl gets ruined by deing Iu 
| ey 
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They may put on faſhionable things it is true, but 
they will not look genteel in them, for real ladies 
have a ſort of manner of carrying themſelves which 
ſervant girls cannot copy, and they look a hundred 
times better when dreſſed plain and neat. But there is 
no perſuading many to think ſo, and they go on deck-. 
ing themſelves out beyond. what there wages will 
afford, and then fall a prey to any man who will 
give them fine things, and at laſt come to be poor 
miſerable wretches, ſuch. as I before told you walk 
the ſtreets by hundreds in London every night. 
„Many girls are deluded in the country too,“ 
ſaid Kitty, but it is not ſo much a delire of 
nos as à love of romping, that leads them 
aſtray.” . We py 18+: 4 

: 4 This happens ſtill oftener in London where 
there are a number of men in large families,“ ſaid. 
Rachel. A girl who is naturally of a lively tem- 
per gives way to giddy mirth, which encourages 
the footman or ſhopman to romp with her. At 
firſt this appears very harmleſs, but the ſilly girl by 
allowing it begins to think leſs of the modeſty that 
belongs to her ſex, and when the men perceive this, 
they talk improper language to her, and from that 
proceed to liberties, which end in her ruin and 
ſhame.” | * 
It is very odd to me, ſaid Kitty, “that girls 
can laugh, as I have ſeen ſome do, when men talk 
rudely to them and pull them about. I am ſure . 
nothing makes me more angry, for it is a ſign that 
they have a bad opinion of one's modeſty ;. and I 
am ſure thoſe girls who anſwer them again in their 
own way, and allow. their freedoms, do not con- 
ſider what their catechiſm ſays about keeping. the body 
in chaſtity; for the meaning of this is, that we 
_ be modeſt in all our thoughts, words, and 

eds... - Ty 4 
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et Very true,” replied Rachel, * but I fear 
Kitty there are many women in the world, who do 
not think about cha/tity at all; and fo that they do 
not quite loſe the chance of getting places, care not 
what people ſay or think of them. I have known. 
girls who have been fo bold faced, as not to mind 
having a child before they had a huſband, and'who 
have even rejoiced when the poor innocent died 
nay, Tome who have been wicked enough to take 
things to prevent its ever coming into the world, 
which is certainly murder... 

„ Bleſs me!” ſaid Kitty, „how unnatural vice 


| makes women. I am ſure I ſhould never be able to 


hold up my head again, if I were to be a mother 
before | was a wife. Think Rachel, what a deal 
the ſcriptures ſay about this crime—and what goed 
people think of it. How ſhocking it is to be the 
ſcorn of the world, and to have a troubled. con- 
ſcience—and how dreadful to bring a poor little in- 
nocent babe into the world to be deſpiſed and ſet 
at nought all its life, perhaps for its mother's fin; 
and how much more to be the murderer of one's 
own child ! If girls would read the ſcriptures and 
other good books, inſtead of the nonſenſe they often 
waſte time upon, theſe things would not happen fo 
often as they do, anſwered Rachel. But many look 
upon having a /weetheart, as the greateſt happineſs in 
life, and, as ſoon as they fancy themſelves in love, 
of à man in love with them, inſtead of confiderine + 
what modeſty and prudence require, they get al 
the love-ſongs and fortune-books they can meet 


with, and fill their heads with romantic notions, 


- which give men, who court them with a view to 
betray, every advantage againſt them.” 

„Well,“ ſaid Kitty, “I never had a ſweetheart 
yet unleſs our Thomas may be called one, who is 
very kind to me to be ſure, but he never talks in 
any unhandſome way, or takes any freedom with 

me; 
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me; if he did I ſhould tell my miſtreſs directly; and if 
he was even to propoſe marrying me, I ſhould-think 
of that again and again, and aſk my miſtreſs's advice, 
and write to my parents before | conſented. You 
would do very right,” ſaid Rachel, “and I com- 
mend- you greatly for your modeſty; depend on it, 
the more diſcrete you are, as a maiden, the happier 
you will be when a wife. Modeſty, as my good 
maſter Mr. Elderton once ſaid to me, is a jewel 
which a woman ſhould never part with for any 
price, and ſhe ſhould wear it at all times; for none 
are ſo high that they need diſdain it, or fo. low as 
to be debarred from it, and it adorns the home! 
attire of a country laſs more than gold and diamonds 
do the gorgius attire of a wanton.” Who then 
Kitty, wou 1d throw alide an ornament, which 
makes them equal, in one reſpect at leaſt, with the 
higheſt of their ſex, and certainly recommends them 
to the fav our of Gd. n 4th 
When Thomas had done waiting at ſupper, he 
ſat himſelf down to eat his own with the maids, 
and aſked: if Rachel had gone on with her biſ- 
tory ;“ ſhe ſaid no, ſhe had only been talking 
with Kitty, concerning ſome of the dangers young 
women were expoſed to in London.“ 1 have 
heard,” ſaid Thomas, * that it is a ſad place for a 
ſober young man to go too. 
„ That it is,“ anſwered Rachel, „ unleſs he 
lives in a very regular family. I would not adviſe 
any lad to go to London at a venture, for there 
are a thouſand ſnares and traps for thoſe who do. 
Neither is it ſafe for a new ſervant, who is a ſtran- 
ger in London, to make acquaintance with others 
in the neighbourhood, or even with thoſe wha 
come with meſſages to his maſter or miſtreſs. There 
are a number of idle young fellows. of footmen, 
who have no work to dog but juſt to wait at table, 
carry meſſages, and ride behind coaches, theſe pong 
4 , mo 
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moſt of their time in dreffing, drinking, and gam- 
ing, and take a pride and a pleaſure in corrupting 


__ men who come out of the country: filly. 
s, that are more fearful of being laughed at for 


awkwardneſs and baſbfulneſs then of offending God, 
' imitate theſe coxcombs, till they themſelves become 
as bad.” | 


„Well but,” ſaid Thomas, « it in their own 


fault; for if à ſervant will but conſider What his 


God to give him grace to keep his reſolution, the 
devil himſelf cannot prevail againſt him. 
, * True, Thomas,” anſwered Rachel, “ but the 
misfortune is, that few-footmen think muck about 
God or the devil: they go up to London with a 
deſire to get a great deal of money, do but little 
Work, ans take their pleaſure. With theſe notions 
they enter a ſtate of life full of - temptations, and 


no wonder they fall a prey to them as they do, 


Religion, Thomas, is the only thing that can 
preſerve: any perſon from loving the pomps and 
vanities of this world; aud therefore a ſervant, 
whether man or woman, ſhould keep to what that 
teaches. It is wrong to ſay, they baue no time to ſerue 
Cad, for there are few: places where they may not 


find time to read, and go to church too, if they 


have a ſincere deſire to do ſo; and: if there are no 
family prayers, ſervants may ſtill pray to God by 


themſelves, morning and evening at leaſt; and be- 


ſides that, may offet up a ſhort prayer while — 
are doing their buſineſs, which they naturally wi 
do, if they uſe themſelves to thinking that they are 


always in the ſight of God, and that he knows 


their moſt ſecret thoughts. I am ſure I can ſay, 
from my-own knowledge,.that ſuch fort: of prayers 
ate of gteat ſervice, for I had a vaſt deal to do at 
Mr. Elderton's; having „ ways a young child in 
arms, another juſt running alone, and four in all 
nn to 


duty requifes of him, reſolve to do it, and pray to 


to work for, yet I never miſſed ſayin 
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g in the courſe: 
of the day, Lord, have mercy upen' me, and 
enable me by thy grace to ds thy haly will ; make me true 
and juſ! in all my dealings; and ſuch kind of 
according as occaſion required; which kept up the 
remembrance of God, and made me act as in 1 


holy preſence.“ 


Ay,“ ſaid Thomas, there is nothing like re- 
ligion, Rachel, to make people act right, and ren- 
der them happy too; am ſure I have found the 
comfort of a religious education, and am bound to: 
bleſs and pray for thoſe by whoſe bounty I was taught 


to read. 


„And o am 1,” ſaid Kitty: „ but pray go on 
with your ſtory, Kachel; how came you to leave 
Mrs. Elderton 7 Why,” ſaid Rachel, 4 m. 
maſter had ſome great place given him in the Ea 
Indies, and went abroad, which I could, not get =y 
my heart to do; ſo was obliged. to leave a . 
and miſtreſs whom I loved and honoured ſincerely, 
and children who were as dear to me as if they had 
been my own. I had lived at Mr. Elderton's ſiæ 
years, and brought up four children from the 
month; ſo when I left my place my maſter made 
me a preſent of twenty pounds, and defired his bro- 
ther, if I was in diſtreſs at any time, to give me 
aſſiſtance, Thus you fee I got money, and friends 
too, by my honeſty and courage. 

„Was not you ready to break your heart when 
you parted from the children?” ſaid Kitty, © 
Indeed I was,” replied Rachel: © eſpecially 
when I put them into the hands of a black woman: 
but it was a great comfort to me to think, that I 
had not made them afraid of ſuch people, as is a 
very common practice with many nurſery maids; 
the black man ſhall have you,” they cry, if a- child- 
is a little unruly ; or, Pl! put you into the dark: 
bole. » This I never did; for 1 thought: to ks 
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the poor blacks are harmleſs enough, and-meet with 


hard treatment fufficient already, as I baye heard. 
ſay; there is no need therefore to ſet children 
againſt them, who would in that cafe moſt likely 
a up enemies to them); and, ſhould they in the 
courſe of their lives have any blacks under them, 
may uſe them ill on that account, or elſe be under 
a- thouſand vain fears. And as for dark-holes, how © 
cruel it is-to terrify children with them, becauſe 
we are as ſafe in the dark as in the light, for God 
Almighty's providence is over us at al tines, and 
in all places!“ | 
I long to know, Rachel, what you did. for: 2 
now, ſaid Thomas: Why,” anſwered 
Rachel, I had ſeen ſo much of London, tbat 1 
reſblved to leave it; and, coming down to ſtay a 
little with my couſin Latkin;- who lives in the 
nent village, I heard of Mr. Brown's place, and 
gladly hired myſelt, and here I heps to live happily 
—— years.“ | | 
„I think,” faid- Kitty, 1 © you bad tolerable 
luck in London; ſo that you had no need to 
et yourſelf ſo much againſt i it: and I don't find but, 
there are as good maſters and miſtreſſes there as in 
the country.“ 

Very true, Kitty, anſwered Rachel, 600 there 
are doubtleſs numbers of good maſters and miſtreſſes 
in London, and many others who would. be good 
ones, if they were better ſerved ; but, though J 
am a ſervant myſelf, I muſt own, that ſervants are 
got to a ſad paſs, and in general behave ſo ill, 
that ladies and gentlemen do not know whom. to 


truſt; and when they have been deceived, by one be 
after another, are apt to think all are alike ; it is to 
therefore very uufortunate for a good ſervant to ĩe 
come after ſuch, and uncomfortable to live amng ſt 


them : but, in the firſt caſe, time will moſt likely 


mend their condition, if they have but TY to. 
| ay 
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ſtay and keep to their duty ; and, in the latter, they 
certainly ought to expoſe whatever wicked ways 
they ſee, which are likely to injure their maſters and 
miſtreſſes, who in all probability will reward and 
love them for their honeſty, and. endeavour to get 
them more ſuitable companions. But if it ſo hap- 
pens that good ſervants muſt: live, and be ranked 
with worthleſs ones, they ſhould comfort them- 
ſelves with the thought that Go it above all, and 
teeth not as man ſeeth, for the Lok looketh aon the 

ART. | d FE, AST (ot YT 
A man or woman who wiſhes for a ſervice 
in London, ſhould, if paſſible, inquire: the cha- 
racter of maſters and miſtreſſes before they hire 
themſelves. I do not mean that they ſhould liſten 
to the tittle-tattle of turned-off ſervants, char- 
women, .or: Chandler's ſhop-keepers, for ſuch are 
ſeldom to be depended on, and will often for their 
own. ends give places a bad name; but inquiry 
ſhould be made whether the gentleman or lady are 
good livers, whether: they go to church, and keep 
early hours of a night; for if ſo, a ſervant has a 
chance of being comfortable and ſafe with- them : 
but if their thoughts be entirely given to card- 
playing and diverſion, there is little room to ex- 
pet they will attend to the happineſs of their 
domeſtics; on the contrary, there is no knowing 
what harm they may do to poor folks, whoſe - 
hard lot it is to ſerve them, by ſetting a bad ex- 
ample, and keeping them from the public ſervice 
of God.“ | | | 
Kitty and Thomas expreſſed: great ſatisfaction at 
being themſelves ſo happily fituated, and reſolved 
to form no wiſhes for London ſervices ; in which 
reſolution Rachel confirmed them, by declaring that 
ſhe never felt herſelf ſo happy as at preſent. 
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M R. and Mrs. Brown had a great objection te 
ä their ſervants goſſiping; yet they were not ſo 
ſtrict as to inſiſt upon their having no intance 
at all; for, though they would not allow tea-drink- 
ing and junketing, they were very willing to let 
them go out, or have a friend come to ſee ther at 

roper times, which was as much as either Kitty, 
| woes Thomas, deſired. Theſe ſervants 


. * 
4.4 
9 * 
- 
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thought it ve 
to fill their ma 
regale. them at his expenſe; neither could they 
afford to treat them themſelves, Indeed, they did 
not give at all into the cuſtom of tea-drinking; 
and by their ſavings in this, and the article of dreſs, 
both the maids, though they had no more than fix 
pounds a year wages, laid by a good deal of money, 
which was à gieat comfort to them in caſe of miſ- 
fortunes; for, as Kitty often ſaid Who could tell 
what might happen? She - hoped her maſter and 
miſtreſs would keep her as long as they lived, but 
life was uncertain ; beſides, ſhe might be ill herſelf, 
and obliged to leave her place; and her poor father 
and mother could not afford to keep her, and ſhe 
ſhe ſhould be aſhamed to go into the workhouſe, 
becauſe every body muſt know ithat ſhe might have 
ſaved money if the would; and, if ſickneſs did not 
happen, ſhe might ſettle in the world, and then 2 
little money would be very acceptable; or, if ſhe 
had no chance of that, ſhe ſhould at leaſt have 
ſomething to help her in old age. vic 417 Bos ($1 
It is very ſtrange that ſervants in general ſhould 
have no thoughts of this kind, and het it is plain 
they have not, or they would not, as they do, ſpend 
all their money upon their backs. . 

Among 


4 unreaſonable to waſte their time; 
r's kitchen with their viſitors, and 
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Among the young women with whom Kitty was 
acquainted was Molly Banks. She was a very ſober, 
good girl, but had à mother that was more indul- 
gent than mothers ſhould be, whoſe daughters are 
obliged to go out inte the world; and this made 
ſervitude very hard to Molly. Mrs. Downes, the 
grocer's wife, with whom ſhe firſt lived, was a 
ood kind of woman, but very neat and particular. 
ly was thoughtleſs; and though by no means 
of an idle diſpoſition, yet very negligent, and rather 
flatternly, which often made her miſtreſs angry 
with her, This Molly, who had never been ac- 
cuſtomed to be chid, —— and ſhe 
uſed to make heavy complaints of it whenever ſhe 
ſaw her friend Kitty. This good girl gueſſed how 
the matter was; and, inſtead of railing againſt Mrs; 
Downes, ſhe tried to reconcile Molly to her place, 
and perſuaded her to try to give more ſatisfaction. 
“ Depend on it, Molly,” ſhe would -ſay, “ there 
is no good to be had by frequent changes, and few 
miſtrefles, are ſo bad but that they will be pleaſed 
with a ſervant who tries to pleaſe them. I am 
afraid the fault is on your fide, for indeed you dont 
dreſs as if you were tidy; how can you go with 
your hair ſo looſe, your gown ſleeves unſewed, and 
the heel pieces off your ſhoes? I can tell you, that, 
were J to do ſo, my miſtrefs would chide me, When 
I firſt went out into the world, [ thought every * 


n hardſhip, as you do; for my miſtreſs would n 


paſs over a ſingle fault, nor ſuffer me to do any 
thing wrong, without making me do it over and 
over again till I did it right. This at laſt made nie 
careful; and now I go on as comfortably as can be, 
and never have an angry word; and I think my miſ- 
treſs was the beſt friend I had in the world, in taking 
the trouble of correcting my faults, and hope to ſerve 
her till I ſettle in the world.“ hes | 

: | . This 


—— 
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made a very pretty ſervant, and was quite happy. 
Rachel Smithers had a friend named Becky 
Perkins, who lived cook with a whimſical old 


gentleman, that was very hard to pleaſe indeed, 
though be was in the main a good ſort of man. 


She uſed to vent her complaints to Rachel, who 


always deſired her to. ſtay in her place, ſince ſhe had 


the opportunity of ſerving God, and going to, 


church, which ſhe might not have every where. 


That,“ ſaid Rachel, „is now the firſt thing I 
think of, 'when-I hire myſelf; for you know, it is 
the one thing needſul. If ſervants go out into the 


world, as there are many tempers in it, and nobody 


is without faults, they muſt not expect always to 
have their maſter and miſtreſs quite agreeable ; but, 


if they are not wicked, one ſhould not mind a few 


odd hum urs. > 4 1a 3687 | 

-.. ** Maſters and miſtreſſes have often a; deal more 
to: diſturb/their minds than ſervants have. Some- 
times a large buſineſs to manage, which brings many 
a care; and ſometimes their children give them 
trouble and vexation. A ſervant ſhould conſider 
all this, and think how many hours a maſter and 


" miſtreſs often lie awake, to contrive about provid- 
ing for the wants of thoſe that depend on them, 


while their, men and maids are ſound aſleep, quite 


free from care. For my part, when I ſee a maſter 


or miſtreſs fret, and hear them find fault without 
cauſe as it ſeems, I always think to myſel.— Poor 


ſouls! ſomething or other vexes them; ſo I never 


give a ſaucy anſwer, but try all I can to pleaſe 
them; and many and many a time have 1 gained 
zood- will by this means; but if I had not, I ſhould 
3 known I was pleaſing God, who would 


reward me in another world, for trying to da 
my duty in this. I never approved of rambling | 


about 


_ 


Molly Banks to try to get into 
ber miſtreſs's ways alſo; which ſhe at laſt did, and 


rss eee 


b g. 22 


< 


h ——- ww WW”, -»” oF © << ORTCSN”T wr. z ** 


er tw 7 e 


** 


Rog AK 


er 


TY 


ARE 


{4 23 $48 Ho 
about from ſervice to ſervice; for, as the old ſay- 
ing is, a rolling flone never gathers moſs. 80 I 
would adviſe you, Becky, to ſtay with the old gen- 
tleman . A. 

Becky at la 


laſt took a reſolution that ſhe would not 
fret at her maſter's humours, nor anſwer again 
when he was pettiſh: and ſhe ſoon found the dif- 
ference, for he did not ſcold. half ſo much; often 
made her little preſents ; and, When he died, left 

het a legacy. x. i 


CHAT. Al. 
| THERE was another young woman who lived 

1 nurſery-maid at Mr. Richardſon's the apothe- 
cary, with whom Rachel and Kitty became ac- 
quainted, by her bringing the children ſometimes to 
Mrs. Brown's : her name was Nanny Burton. She 
was a very good-natured girl, and fond of the chil- 
dren; but had many fooliſh ways with them; theſe 
Rachel, who had been a nurſery-maid / herſelf, and 

was an experienced, and Tak ſenſible ſervant, ob- 
ſerved, and-thought, as Mr. Richardfon was a great 
deal from home, and the little dears had loſt their 
mamma, it would be an act of kindneſs to tell her 
of them. One of theſe faults was, making a fa- 
vourite of the youngeſt child, and ſuffering it to ty- 
ranGize over the elder ones. This was certainly 
very wrong; and Rachel. told Nanny that it was 
not only unjuſt to the others,” but cruel to the child 
itſelf, which, if ſuffered to have its own way in that 
manner, would as it grew up be unhappy and a 
plague to every body. If one child muſt be above 
the others, ſaid Rachel, it is natural, I think, to 

1 the eldeſt; but, for my part, I would treat all 
| i A. 0 3 A 
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Another filly cuſtom Nanny had, was talking non- 
ſenſe to the children, and anſwering them in ſuch 
kind of words as babies ſpeak when they firſt try to 


tak. This Rachel blamed her for very much, but 
owned ſhe had the fame fault herſelf, till Mr. Elder-. 
ton broke her of it in a very droll way; ſhe ſaid ſhe 
ſhuuld never forget it as long as ſhe lived. It was 
one ſummer's day that her maſter and miſtreſs were 
going to fee an uncle who lived about twenty miles 
off, and ſhe was to go in the coach with them, and 


carry her young maſter in her lap: * Juſt as I was 


eiting in,“ ſaid ne, my maſter ſaid Now Rachel, 
et us have none of your nonſenſe; if you do, I 
+ ſhall find a method of curing you of it for the future: 
ſo 1 promiſed I would not fay a filly word all the 
way, if I could help it Luckily for me, the child 
ſlept great part of the journey, and of courſe I held 
my tongue; but as ſoon as the dear little ſoul opened 
its eyes, and began to look about, I quite forgot 
myſelf, and called out— Georgy Porgy, Deary Peary, 
Rid Piay, Coachy Poachy ! and ſhould have gone on 
with the ſame kind of ituff, if my maſter had not 
immediately ſtopped the coachman ; and, taking the 


child in his own lap, ordered me to get out, for he 
ſaid he had rather nurſe twelve hours than be ſhut 


up in a coach half of one, io hear ſuch gibberiſh ; 
fo- poor I was obliged to walk the other ten miles all 
in the broiling heat: and this made me remember 
talking nonſenſe to children; and 1 think I ſhall 
never talk fo again.” * eee 
« To fay the truth,” added Rachel, “ though I 
was very mad at the time, I do not think my maſter 
was to blame; for it Muſt be very provoking” to 
zentlefolks, who mean to give their children good 
Foarning aud with to have them cl:ver as ſoon 
as they can, to have. them taught by their nurſes 
to talk iuch nonſenſe as no one can underſtand.” 
* 0 ' „What 
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% What you ſay is very true, Rachel,“ ſaid Kitty. 
<< Why, — is Mis Hannah White, that viſits at 
our houſe, who is eleven years old, an makes her 
mamma bluſh in company at hearing ber liſp, and 
ſpeak many words like a baby; which I dare ſay is 
owing to her having had-nonſenſe talked to her in 
the nutſery, for 1 perceive ſhe. can ſpeak otherwiſe 
when the ti ies. It is a ſad thing for a young lady to 
'be ſerved ſoz but it may be {till worſe for young 
gentlemen, as nobody knows what they may be when 
they grow up to man's eſtate: and it ĩs my belief, that 
the reaſon. ſo many parſons ſpeak ſo badly in tbe 
pulpit, is owing fiſt of all to this very thing: there- 
fore, if ever 1 live nurſety- maid, I am determined it 
ſhal not be ſaid of. me, — 1 helped to ſpoil a good 
pParſon ; for one of m fiſt cares ſhall be 0 make 
children ſpeak plainly.” 
Nanny owned that what they ſaid was very true, 
though: ſhe had not thought of it before. She was 
dure the children were as dear to her as if they were 
S do the beſt ſhe could by 
them 
„„ Well, then,” faid Rachel, „ ſhall 1 tell you 5 
af ſome other things that I would not do?” * Yes, 
and thank you too,” ſaid Nanny; “ for I am not 
above learning.” Rachel then added, that ſhe bad 
ſeveral times heard her threaten the children, when 
naughty, that an old man ſh uld take them. « My 
maſter, that I tolu you of  betore,” ſaid the, ©** was 
dreadfully angry with me once oe that, and faid I 
was a fool tor frightening children, and wicked in 
Aetting them againſt old men, for they ought from their 
cradles to be taught io reverence the aged; and the 
ſcriptures ſay as much: to be oe my maiter WAS 
very right!“ 

Les,“ ſaid Kitty, « that he- was: I hate, for my 
part, to hear old folks made bugbears ol ; 3, we Du 


mat like 10 be ſerved lo ourſelves,” 


„ 

% Well, but,” cried Nanny, © how ſhall-I ma- 
nage the children, if-I muſt neither humour nor 
frighten them? Then I had need ſpend a mint of money 
in cakes and ſugar-plums, to bribe them to be 
good.“ „ £975, th * 

No,“ ſaid Rachel, “ that is as wrong a thing 
as you can do; it makes children covetous and mean- 
ſpirited to bribe them: they ſhould be taught to do 
right, becauſe they ought to do fo, and for fear of God 
Almighty being angry with them. And, as for 
cakes and ſugar-plums, they are naſty poiſonous 
things, and do children harm; ſo I would never let 
them taſte them, | CRE * 

« I will tell you a better way than bribing them: 
never do any thing for children when they cry, or 
ſpeak unhandſomely; nor let them have any thing 
that will hurt them, but keep your own temper, that 
they may ſee you don't deny them out of ill · nature; 
and, when they are good, do every thing to pleaſe 
them that is proper to be done: and I dare ſay you 
will have greater command of them than you have 
now. | in,, 
„But, above all things, Nanny, never deceive 
children, but ſpeak the truth to them, as ſtrictly as 
you would wiſh others to ſpeak it to you. I declare, 
one would ſuppoſe, from the way in which ſome 
folks talk to children, that they take them al] for na- 
tural fools, without underſtanding ; but they have 
more ſenſe than theſe people think for, and take 
notice of all that is faid or done; or elſe how, you 
know, could they learn to talk and know the-mean- 
ing of ſo many words as they do when they are ſo 
young? My maſter was very particular about this 
matter; and it would have been as much as my 
place was worth, to have promiſed a child any thing 
without performing it ; for, be faid, children try to 
imitate what they hear and, ſee in grown 8 

| a 
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an therefore all about them ſhould ſet good ex- 
amples $14 -* 

Nanny was very thankful for this advice; and 
followed it ſo, that by degrees ſhe became a moſt 
excellent, nurfery-maid, — up all the children, 
Who were friends to her as long as as ſhe lived, and 
her, maſter rewarded her very handſomely. 

Another young woman to whom Rachel and Kitey 
mare. of, great uſe, was Lucy Becket: ſhe was a very | 
clever handy girl, but, knowing her own abilities, ſhe - 
over valued them ſo, that ſhe would not bear the 
jeaſt fault to be found with her, without giving 
warning, dy which means ſhe frequently threw her- 
{elf out of place; but being known as a uſeful ſer- 
vant, ſhe was hired. firſt by one and then by another, 
till the lived with ſeveral people in the village, who 
were in turn obliged td part with her for the in- 
ſolence abovementioned: at laſt ſhe was hired 
Mrs. Hemming, a lady. who treated her ſervants wi 
proper kindneſs and indulgence, but who would not 
put up with any imperunence.. This place was a 
very profitable one and quite ſuitable ta Lucy in 
every reſpect, yet ſhe fooliſhly gave warning as uſual 
on ſome triffling occaſion, and in an initant after 
repented of her imprudence, and hoped that by civil 
| behaviour ſhe ſhould induce her miſtreſs to paſs by 


this fault unnoticed, for ſhe was far from wiſhing to | 


go away: however, Mrs. — 5 haved with 
uch coolneſs, as plainly r diſpleaſure. 
Quite frightened with the thoughts that ſhe PR | 
loſe a, good place, Lucy took occaſion to - conſult 

Rachel and Kitty, who blamed her. very much, and 

adviſed her to beg pardon. “ No,” | replied 5 
ec that ſhall never be ſaid of me, I will not be 

mean ſpirited as that.” Do you call it mean 
ſpirited to confeſs a fault? — Kitty, I. think 
it is much more ſo to be obſtinate. Very true,” 
laid Rachel, it is certainly very wrong for any 
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body to throw themſelves out of a 


à pet, is one of the greateſt inſults that can be o 


| 
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ood ſervice, 
rather than ſhew proper humility, Surely it may 
be called tempting God Almighty ; for if his pro- 
vidence places people where they may be happy, and 
they will not, can they expect his bleſſing will follow 
them if they wilfully throw themſelves out of 'it ? 
I have known ſeveral, girls act like you, Lucy, who 


| lived to repent it, as I fear you will do.” „ fa 


ſhe will ſoon have reaſon,” anſwered Kitty, “ for 
I heard my miſtreſs ſay, that all the gentlefolk in 
the village were ſurprized when Mrs. Hemming hired. 
Lucy, as her character for changing was 65 well 


known; and after leaving ſo good a place, I don't 


think any one here will hire her, ſo I' would adviſe 


her to humble herſelf,” © It is certainly ber duty to 


do ſo Lucy,” ſaid Rachel, „ for giving wr — 
to a miſtreſs, and does not at all agree with God's 
command to ſubmit to all one's betters; for my part, 
if at any time I ſhould wiſh to change my place, I 
ſhould ehdegvour to tell my miſtreſs ſo with all the 
civility in my power.” Lucy faid that ſhe was 
afraid the other ſervants would laugh at her, if ſhe 
ſhould offer to humble herſelf,  ** Never mind if 
they do,” ſaid Kitty. Better be laughed at for 
doing right, than ſuffer for doing wrong.” In ſhort, 


' theſe good girls uſed ſo many arguments that Lucy's 


pride gave way, and ſhe returned home with a re- 


ſolution to aſk her miſtreſs's pardon, but her fooliſh- 
ſpirit roſe up again and prevented her every time ſhe 
had an opportunity; at laſt ſhe got up her heart to ſpeak, 


when to her great mortification, her miſtreſs told 


her ſhe had hired a ſervant. — exceedingly 


vexed indeed, and opened her heart to her two 
friends as they walked from church the next Sunday, 
who admoniſhed her to behave as well as poſſible 
while ſhe ſtaid with her miſtreſs, which was very ſer- 
viceable acvice, for ſhe intended to give herſelf a 

2 great 
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great many airs, At length the time came for her 


to be diſcharged,. and ſhe begged her miſtreſs to give 
her a — „That J certainly will do,“ faid 


Mrs. Hemming, and ſhall ſpeak as favourably as 
I can of vou Luer, dut it is my rule never to con- 


ceal any capital fault, becauſe I wiſh in hiring a 
ſervant to be treated with candour myſelf; however, 
I ſhall not fail when I name yours, to mention your 
ſubmiſſive behaviour ſinco Lucy went away with 
an aching heart, reſolving never more to throw her- 
ſelf out of a good place by her folly, but it was not 
her luck to get a good one, for her next miſtreſs was 
proud, paſſionate and ſtingy ; however, by the en- 
couragement of Kitty and Rachel, ſhe bore every 
diſa le cireumſtance with patience for a Jon 
whiley and afterwards was hired into a very 
family, where ſhe behaved well and lived happi 

hat an advantage it was to Mol . — 
Perkins, Nanny Burton, and Lu ket, to have 
ſuch friends as Kitty and Rachel! Had they fallen in 
the way of many ſervants, they wou'd have been ſet 
againſt good places, and perhaps would never have 
ſettled as long as they lived. 

Whatever ſtations of life people are in, they muſt 
expect to meet with fome things agreeable and ſome 
diſagreeable, and ſhould ſtrive to make the beſt of 
their condition. We did not come into the world to 
be perfectly happy, but to prepare us for a better: the 
more patiently we bear the evils that fall to our lot, 
the greater ſhare of comfort we ſhall enjoy here; and, 
if we practiſe this patience in obedience to the com- 
mand of God Almighty, and in imitation of our 
bleſſed Saviour's example, we ſhall obtain the _ 
ſhate of en in > the other; world, | 
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nous? chief acquaantances were — 
of the pariſu and the exciſeman, ſor be wiſhed 
to keep company with thoſe; from whom be knew 
ne could page etveartrg Ihe clerk taught him 
to ſing anthems, and inſtructed him in che manage 
ment of the: garden and Thomas gave the exciſe- 
man a liitle maiter to teuch him ing and ſur: 
veying: and: Mr. Allen, the maſter of, the charity 
ſchool, to-Wwhom Thomas had ben a ſcholar, took 
notice of him; and be was a man Who knew:'a 
great deal of the, world., and was cepable of gi 
[a im very good advice. Thomas bed not much lei- 
ſore, ſor going out; but, When he did go, it was 
always, to lee one bf theſe worthy people 3 for he 
never entered an alkhouſe, or layed st any idle 
games: and on theſe accounts his friends the clerk 
and <xciſeman were always welcome to a cup of 
Mr. Brown's ale, for. ge REO libeoty to treat 
them. 
One evening when — was: rogaling. his 
friend the exciſt man, he began relating what an ac- 
count Rachel had given of London places, and ex- 
preſſed his ſatisfaction that bis lot was caſt in the 
country z on which the exciſeman replied, that 
Thomas had reaſon to be thankful, and he hoped 
he would always habe a proper ſenſe of his happineſs 
in having ſuch a worthy maſter and miſtreſs, and nat 
ſuffer himieif to be perſuaded to leave them. At 
was my good ſortune, added he, to have fuch my- 
ſelf, though my maſten Was not a parſon, but. in 
trade. He touk me firſt a lad (as you might be, 


Thomas, when you came to Mr. Brown's) and he 


and my miſtreſs, were as good as a father and mother 


to me. 1 had a brother who went out to ſervice 
; 7 - AS 
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never ſtaid long 


duty to God and man; and at laſt, my maſter got 


rs; 


as I did, but he was of a roving temper, and often 
changed his place with a view to- better himſelf, and 


would fain have perſuaded me to do the ſame, but I 
could not get up my heart to leave my maſter and 


miſtreſs, and their children; ſol kept on contented with 


moderate wages: in the mean time my brother flaſhed 
away, firſt as a footman in a fine livery, then as valet 


de chambre, and ſo on; but wherever he went he 


was always looking out for ſomething better, and 
enough in a place to make a friend; 
at laſt he was ſeized with the theumatiſm very badly, 
and became a cripple, and for ſometime was in 2 
workhouſe, till I got up in the world, and was able 


to help him, and now he lives a burden upon me.” 


ou never change place at at all !” ſaid 


Fig And did 
as. «No, ” anſwered the exciſeman, I kept 


pores ſteadily with. the ſame maſter and miſtreſs, who 
| — g.0 raiſed my w as much as they could 
0 


rd, and gave me inſtruction, which proved 
of more value than mos ey, for they taught me my 


the place for me which I now enjoy; belides 
this, all his ſons and daughters are very good to 


me, and make me many preſents, and I have the 
comfort to think, that in cafe I ſhould be in $5 


trels, 1 have no leſs than ten good friends to 
me.” 

« That is a comfort indeed, bh replied Thomas, 
* and thank God I may reckon upon four: my 
maſter and miſtreſs, Maſter Charles and Miſs Fanny. 
But pray tell me, Mr. Thornton, was your plats in 
London or in the country?“ | 
In London,” replied the le en 

J am glad to hear it,“ ſaid Thomas, “ for with 
what I heard from Rachel, and ſaw at Lord Town- 
ly's, I began to thiak that London is a dreadful - 
2 8 indeed.“ 9 


— 


1 3 1 
It is bad enougb to be ſure, ſaid Mr. Therriton, 
{6 28 there art a grrat many good people in it for 
dall that, and it would be a piiy that ſuch. ſhould not 
et good ſerrants. I pe lad who. is well ſettled 
the country is much the ſafeſt, but if any one 
has a- mind to g g town, he may live very com- 
fortably there, provided he gets into a ſober, regular 
but it is dreadtully dangerous to 
and dive there by one's own hands or in — 
families, as the town is full of temptations for thoſe 
Who have nothing to do, or had adviſers.“ | 


2" Are-all los and ladies live Lond and Lady 


f 'Fownly ?”. ſaid Thomas GL 5 L $343 Dr 


r By no means, — ——— © many 


of them dead god lives and have tegular families, 
und provide very handiomety tor theit feruants, and 
it is a. 
but, here ate always people encw to catch, at ſuch 
places, — +: think: it is very wrang: for 
ethor men or Momen- ſervants, who are alteady 
comiortably ſetiled with. perſoms in middling ſtations, 


to be ambitious of living with great folks. The 


good ones among theſe generally have — te- 


and thereſote du not look out for ſtrangers ; and 
che reſt are not worth living with, and YGeſerve 
no better iervants than ſuch cape Townly n 
has.“ ; * 21 ws 1 | 
This diſcourſe of the ide ne 
Thomas's reſolution to do his utmoſt, to 1etain iht 
good opinion of bis maſter and miſtreſa, and be 
reſolved not to liſten to any who ſhould try to make 
him diſſatisfied, and he carefully avoided Lord Town- 
" ty's wicked. ſervants, neither did he keep company 
Wich any footn.en in the village, as there was not 
one among them fit to . to ſuch a m_ 
. lad as he Was. 4 
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poiut not to waſte and deſtroy; every thing was kept in 


bought for, and no other. Vou mi 
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their duty to their maſter and miſſreſs for many 
years. Miſs Brown was married; and: the young 
en ntleman went to the univerſity - At laſt, poor Mr. 
own was taken ill, and went into a confumption: 

I need not ſay this was a gieat grief to his family; 


indeed it was ſo to the whole pariſh, Abe was an 


excellent good man. 
All his ſervants made it their cents ſtudy kan 
to be ſerviceable to him and their miſtreſs; and 


when poor Mrs Brown's afflition rendered her an»! 


capable of paying the uſual attention to family affairs, 


they took the utmoſt care of every ching they had 


charge of, the ſame as if the miſtieſs's eye was always 
over them; becauſe they were not eye ſeruants, but 
conſidered themſelves as in the ſiohe of God Als: 
mighty, and nnn to be true and juſt nn 
dealings. 1 
Indeed, at all times, theſe * made lk K 


its proper place, and applied to the very uſe it was 
oto Mr. Brown's 
a hundred and a hundred times, and never ſee plates 
and diſhes ſet about in a' careleſs way, for dogs 
and cats to break; and: all their duſters, houſe-cloths; 
pudding-cloths, &c. were fairly worn out, and as 
foon as the leaſt hole was diſcovered, it was mended... 

How much more creditable was this to themſelves, 
than if they had, like many ſervants I have ſeen, 
boiled puddings in the duſters, and wiped the floors 
with the pudding · cloth, and other untidy tricks! 
which, if a miſtreſs was to ſee, would ſet her N 
all the ROE "ney dreis ho ou | 
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Had you ſeen the coppers, pewter, and dreſſers in 
the kitchen, you would have admired the neatneſs 
of the cook; nay, the very bars of the grate were as 
bright as ſilver, at each end: and, as for the dairy, 


Kitty kept it in ſuch beautiful order, that no one 


could go into it without wiſhing to taſte her butter 


and cheeſe; and when fhe cleaned a room, the did 
not merely ſcour the floors, but kept the glaſſes and 
windows quite bright, and duſted every corner. This 


neatneſs was a real credit, and gained the ſervants who 


practiſed it more praile than any ever got by dreſſing 
Io ſtrive. to 
enxcel in neatneſs is a commendable pride. Ho-? 
would Kitty and Betty have been ſhocked at ſeeing 
ſuch kitchens, dairies, and ſculleries, as ate too, com - 


out themſelves above their ſtations. 


mon. where fine maids are kept! but we were de- 
ſcribing the behaviour of Mr. Brown's ſervants during 
his neſs. | 4: 


Rachel Smithers, who was an excellent cook, made. | 


all the proper meſſes for him in the niceſt manner; 
and Kitty did not ſtay till they were called for, but 
carried ctimes a jelly, and ſometimes becſ-tea, 
&c. in hopes that her - maſter might fancy them if 


they came without his thinking of them before= 


hand: and ſhe alio watched the clock, that every 
thing the doQtor ordered might be given at the pro- 
| hour. Thomas likewiſe was as punctual with 
the aſſes milk: and each of the ſervants were ready 
to ſit up of nights in turn; ſo that there was no 
- occaſion to ſend for a ſtranger to nurſe him; and 
Mrs. Brown was - relieved om a great deal of 
fatigue. | T | | | 

Servants, when they are tender-hearted and thought- 
ful, can afford great, comfort td their mafiers and miſ- 


treſſes in times of affliction, and it is a principal part 


of their duty to do ſo; and yet, how many are there 
who think themſelves at liberty to ramble about and 
leave their uſual buſineſs ? If, as the ſcriptures * 


* * 
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he is Bleſſed that provides for the fick and needy, what 


muſt they be who neglect them? What dreadful un- 


feeling hearts ſervants mutt have, who will not take 
pains to pleaſe the appetite of the ſick, who neglect ' 
to air their linen propeily, and frequently throw away 


a a meſs of broth, and other things, which may be 


wanted, without confidering what they are about, 
Such people are generally puniſhed, even in this 


world; for they either fall into families where the 


maſters and miſtrefſes are as unfeeling as themſelves, 
or elſe, by their ingratitude, harden the hearts of thoſe 
who would, otherwiſe ſhew tenderneſs and compaſ- 
ſion towards them; or, if they eſcape here, how 


will they anſwer for ſuch conduct at the laſt day? 


Notwithſtanding all the care that was taken of 
Mr. Brown, he died, after a very tedious illneſs ; 

and, before he expired, being perfectly ſenſible, he 
called his ſervants to his bed. Bade, and gave them his 
blefling, - at the ſame time thanking them for their 
good behaviour, and adviſing them to» continue, 


through the whole courſe of their lives, to con- 


duct themſelves as they had done in his ſervice, 
and then they might expect a happy death, for 
God would ſurely reward them with eternal hap- 
ineſs, -* NE, | 
The grief of theſe ſervants was very great for the 
loſs of ſo excellent a maſter ; but they did not give 
way to their ſorrow fo as to diſable themſelves from 
doing their buſineſs; they conſidered that their poor 
miſtceſs's loſs was ſtill greater than their's, and turned 
their attention to her; which was the more neceſſary, 
as neither of her children were with her; for Mis 
Brown, who was married; as I ſaid, about three 
years before, having a little family, was at home at 
this. time, not thinking her dear father ſo near his 
end; and the young gentleman happened to be at 
the univerſity ; —_— they both came ſhortly after; 


and 
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and ther Mr. Brown's will was opened, in which me 


the following article— 

give and bequeath to my truſty ſervarts, 
'Thomas Simpkins, Rachel Se and Cathe- 
rine Sparks, five pounds each, for mourning. I 
alſo give and bequeath to the ſaid Thomas Simpkins, 


Rachel Smithers, and Ce therine Sparks, twenty- 
five pounds each, as a recompenſe tor their fidelity 


and frugality, by which I am ſenſible they have, 
in the courſe of their ſervitude, ſaved me a great 
deal of money. Were my fortune larger, my do- 
nation would be fo allo; but this little will expreſs 
my affection for them, and, with the bleſſing of 
God, will put them forward in the world, or comfort 


them in ſickneſs or old age; and it is accompanied 


with my heatty prayers for their preſent and eternal 
happineſs !” 


The manner in which this legacy was given, 


doubled the value of it to each of the ſervants; and, 


in the midſt of ſorrow, their hearts rejoiced at the | 
_ kind teſtimony their dear maſter had borne to their 


good behaviour, and they returned thanks to God 
for having given them grace to do their duty, be- 


ſeeching him to continue it to them for the time to 


come. 
A new rector was ſoon appointed; and Mrs. 
Brown having no longet a right to continue at the 
parſanage-houſe, it was reſolved that ſhe ſhould go 


| — live with her daughter, as ſhe would have been 


very lonely by herſelf, She propoſed to take Kitty 
with her, as 

Mrs. Bennet (which was Miſs F anny's . name) 
wanted a cook; therefore the gladly hired Rachel 
Smithers: but Mrs, Brown had no uſe for Thomas; 
and, though ſhe had a genteel income, meant to 
live frugally, in order to fave what ſhe could for her 


children. 
| Thomas 


" of 


er- own maid; and it happened that 


e r . 3 A... 


c 


ſee his old companions. 
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Thomas was at a great loſs what to do with h'm- * 
ſelf; for the new r:t.y was provided with a foct= 
man, ard moſt of. the gentry in the reighbourhcod 
had ſuch diſſolute ſervants, who thought_cf nathing 
but-frolicking and dieſs, that T homas- had no heart 
to hire himſelf among them. For perhape, thought 
he, I may be drawn away by their example; and [ 
had rather ſuffer any thing than forſake God. Neither 
did he like to go to London in ſearch of a ſervice 


for he declared to his triends, that he would not 


truſt himſelf in ſuch a wicked place, if he was ſftre 
that the ftrects were paved with gold. What 


pleaſure,” ſaid he, © can there be in wearing a rut- 


fled ſhirt, ſilk ſtockings, a fine laced livery, and be- 


ing a powdered beau, if I muſt be obliged to lounge 
away hours of precious time, keep company with 


gameſters, break the ſabbath, hear profane, lewd 


converſation, or elſe be laughed at for a fooliſh fellow, 


as I have before now been at Lord Townly's, 
No, give me a plain coat, worſted ſtockings, and 


other decent apparel, with a good conſcience, and 
time to ſerve my Maker, and my fellow- creatures; 


and let who will become fine gentlemea !”? He there- 
fore reſolved to return to his -mother's cottage, and - 
for the preſent go out to work as a day- labdurer, as 
he had formerly done. | | 


Thomas was ready to break his heart when he 


took Jeave of his miſtreſs; and the parting between 
him and his fellow-ſervants was very affecting, for 


they were like brother and ſiſters: however, they _ 
hoped to meet again now and then, as Mrs, Brown 
ow Thomas leave to come, when it fuited him, to 


* 


The two maids, by the advice of their miſtreſs, put 


their legacies out at, intereſt 3 and I homas did the 


ſame, till he could find ſome way of employing it to 
advantage. Not one of the three were at all proud 
of being worth money. And Thomas with great 

| þ 2 cheertulneſs 
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8 cheerfulneſs offered to work for a farmer; 3 for though 


he had been a footman, he was not above driving 


cart or a plough; nay, be thought huſbandry an 
honourable employment ; ; for, as the ſcripture ſays, 


% The hing himſelf is ſerved by tbe field.” And, * no 
one ſhould hate laborious work, neither huſbandry, dich I 


the Moſi High hath ordained. . 
Among the books which hie dear maſter had gi wen 


him, was one called the - Huſbardman's Magzal'®, 
which. he had often read with great pleaſure, and now = 
found very uſeſul and comfortable. ' 

When Thomas had worked at this place for ſome 
time, he heard cf a little farm which was to be let, 
in a village not many miles. diſtant: this he greatly 
Wiſhed to have, as he had thaughts of marrying. 


Kitty, his late fellow-ſervant, whoſe company he had 
been fo long uſed to, that he could not be happy 


without it; and they were both deſirous of employ- 
ing their money in the farming buſineſs, rather than 
to keep a pubſic- houſe, which is the general reſource 
of gentlemen's ſervants, where they ſacrifice all their 


eaſe and comfort, and run into the temptation of root- 
ing out Tm their minds every good and religious 


principle. 
Squire Harvy, to whom the farm belonged, was # 


very generous man; and, hearing an excellent. cha- 
racter of 'I homzs dimpkins, reſolved to admit him as 
his tenant, and alſo to advance a ſum of money to 
aſſiſt him. He and Kitty were accordingly married, 
and immediately took — of the farm. But 


| before I proceed to acquaint my readers, how this 


worthy . couple conducted themſelves in this new 


ſtation, let me entreat them to conſider, -whether it 


would not be much better for. ſervants in general to 


act pon uch principles as Thomas Simpkins, Ra- 


ch chel Smithers, and Kitty Sparks did, than to be like *. 
A Lord Townly's ſervants, and too many others, indif- _ 
a. * ferent to the intereſts of their meſters and miſtreſles,. 


and forgetful of the account th muſt give of their 


s 

5 A aQtions at the great day of judgment ! Let me perſuade 

th all thoſe whoſe lot it is to be ſervants, to follow ſuch 

3 | good examples as are here exhibited ; and make tile 

n ſcriptures the rule of their aqions and they will cer- - - 

A - tainly obtain peace of conſcience, and a hand, pon >, 

w ed hope of everlaſting happineſs ; which will make | 
them rich amends for any diſappointments they. may © _ . 

Ee chance to meet with in this world. Honeſty and 

t. fidelity are the moſt likely means to obtain prefen- 

y ment, and gratuities from their maſters on earth; but F 
ſhould theſe fail to beftow them, the truly chtiſtian *- 


ſervant, who has acted upon religious principles, may 
reſt aſſured, that he ſhall not loſe his reward in hea> .* + 
ven; for when the laſt trumpet ſhall awaken the dead - 
to life, he will hear his heavenly Maſter pronounce 
the comfortable words — ©, WELL DONE, THOU. 

. GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT; THOU HAST 
. BEEN FAITHEUL OVER A FEW THINGS, I WILL 
| MAKE THEE RULER OVER MANY THINGS; ENTER 
THOU INTO THE Jox or THY LORD," + - 
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